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4 T mne may be Exempted from the Duty of 

. »z Tithes, and other Dyes to the Prieſt, it 5 

by the oth, brick, after the Office ſor the 
cate in the Book of Common Prayer. 


That Yearl 7 at 5 every Pariſhioner fhall | 
Parſon, Viar or. Curate, of his on 


| Reckon with t 

| their ik or Deputies, and nl to Them or Him 
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Sir Edward Ward Knight, Lord 


Jo the Right Honourable © 


Chief Baron of Her Maj e- = 
ſties Court of | Exchequer. Z 
To the Honouwable _ 


Str Thomas Bury Knight, 


Ta the Honourable 


Robert Price Eſq; 


To the Honourable 5 
Sir Salathiel Lovel Knight, 
Barons of the Exchequer. 


-; A Lords, i 
[| Preſume to Dedicate. to 
- your Lordſhips the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe concern 
85 A 2 ing 


We 


—— 


ing the great Obligations 


incumbent on all People to 
the payment of Jithes, in 


Teſtimony of the profound 


Reſpect due to your Lord 


ſhips, who are the great 
Patrons and Defenders of the 


Rights of the Clergy. To you 
we can ſafely fly for Refuge 


againſt the Combinations 


of Wicked and Sacrilegious | 


dq ſo much blind their Un- 
deritandings, that if we 


may gueſs by their deceit- 
ful Practices, they account 
TNDithe Stealing (the common- 


neſs of which Sip, makes 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
either to be no Fault at all, 
or elſe a very Pardonab 
one, and more eaſily to be 
forgiven than any other 
| Sin, even without Repen- 
tance and making Yatisfas 


* 


93 „ \ r Yd 
| Tis unqueſtionably-trus 
| that we may be aſſured e 
| all Juſtice, and of a faixF 

Tryal when we come into 
Court before your” Lordſhips, = 
. who do ſo much Honour te 
_ -|» + the Exchequer Bench by your 
| great Wiſdom, Fidelity 
| Courage and Juſtice, ' Bit 

Tis not every one can there 


. A 3 Ad- 


* 
. 
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| 
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T he. Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
Addreſs your Lordſhips, and 
bring the Matter of their 
Complaint before you. The 
great Trouble and Expence 
deter many from having 
Recourſe to Juſtice, and 
withal the danger almoſt 
inevitable of being Trick d 
by the Adverſary, who com- 
monly in the Caſe of 7 ithes, 
_ - diſtruſting his bad Cauſe | 
will uſe j}] Arts, allege falle | 
Suggeſtions, bring falſe | 
Witneſſes, frighten and a= | 
buſe others for witneſſing | 
an ungrateful Trath, — ; 
do many things thatare not 
fit to be named among 
Chriſtians, to weary with | 
De- 


1 Parſon. 


: The pfl Dedicatory. 


Delays, to Foil, to Oppreſs 
and to Worſt Him, whom. 
in Contempt they call the 


And when it happens, as 


_ oftentimes it does, that a 


Sacrilegious Patron is to be 
contended with; or elſe 
{ome leading powerful Man 
in the Pariſßh; or, ſome buly 


Sycophant in a Corporation, 


who commandiug the Purſe, 
the Conſcience, and the 


Depoſitions of others, ſhall 
draw them into a Confede=- 
Tacy with Himſelf, to unite 
in Defrauding, Witholding, 
or Denying the Dues of the 


A4 Church 


* 
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EE The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
church (many of which are 

therefore loſt becauſe they 
are not Sued for) it makes 
it ſtill the worſe, and in- 
creaſes the Hardſhip a ſingle 
Man lies under to contend 
with, and to oppoſe Perſons 

void of Civility as well as 
Honeſty. . 


* 8 « © 
8+: Si 4 4 vv *.45 [Þþ — 14. 00 


Theſe are difficulties not 


eaſily Surmounted by moſt 


* — 


fair computation througout 
the whole Kingdom, what 
by means of the numerous 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
have not Half, if a Third 
part of the Revenue which 
belongs unto them by the 
Laws of God and Man. 
Beſides the Poverty they 
have to contend with, let 


they find potent Advocates 
ſolicite againſt it. Men 
who have not that due Re- 
gard to their Characters 
and their Office, as your 
Lordſbips have; nor ſo good 
an opinion of the Sacred- 
neſs of their Rights and 


Dues as the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion requires. And there- 


fore this ſeems to give ſome 


1155 17 doubt 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
doubt of the fincerity of 
their Faith, which can ne- 

ver be clearly diſcerned, if 
Integrity to the Church be 
eas: 


But commonly there is 
ſuch a (urſe attends the Pro- 
/ moters and Favourers of 
ſuch unwarrantable Conten- | 
tions that they are incorri- 
gible, As they that contend with 
the Prieſtſ, in the Prophets 
Phraſe, Hees, 4 4. 


And ſcarce ſhall we diſ- 
cern by any one Sin, more 
the waſte and decay of | 
Men's Eſtates and Families | 

than 


K Dedicatory. © 
than by means of that of 
 Sacrilege. The Guilty Per- 
ſons, who do moſt purloin 
from the Church are noted 
to be an irreputable, un- 
thrifty ſort of People, as if 
they had their Labours bla- 
{ted by the Breath of the Al- 
| muyghty, for the injury they 
do to his Church Militant here 
| on Earth. But your Lord- 
| /hips, at the ſame time do 
molt Charitably prevent the 
Ruin of the one, while 
|| youreſolntely maintain the 
4 Rights of the other. | 


Bur I muſt not Treſpaſs 
too far upon your Lerdſbips 


publick Service of the Church 


and the Crown, Only I hope 


for a Pardon in taking the 
boldneſs to prefix your 
Names to this Diſcourſe, which, 


I ſhould not preſume to 


have done, but for the 


weightineſs of the Subject 
Honour, you have a real 


Value and Concern. 


And if my good Inten- 


tions herein will move your 


Candour to give it a fa- 
vourable Approbation and 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Patience, whoſe whole Time 
almoſt is taken up in the 


Acceptance, it will abun-⸗ 
oft ; dant- 


— 


5 The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
dantly recompence my La- 
bours, ſince it gives me the 
deſired opportunity of mak- 
ing a publick acknowledge- 


ment, that I am with a pro- 
found Reſpect 1 


Your Lord(hips 5 
moſt Obliged and Devoted 


Humble Servant, 
JoHN NEWIE. 
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PREFACE. 


*- HE following Diſcourſe recom- 
mends a very neceſſary Chriſtian 
Duty to our Practice, which is 
too much diſregarded aud neglected, to 
the great Shame, as well as Damage of 
Religion. And withal it expoſes a very 
Hainous and dangerous Crime which is 
too commonly praiſed within this King- 


Om. 


Tb Duty 5s The Honouring God 
with our Subſtance, or the giving unto 


Seo his Portion, The Tenth of all our 


Increaſe. Which all Nations Ancient 
and Modern, Jewiſh, Chriſtian and 
Heathen, have »niverſally qt 
and thought themſelves moſt 

ged to. | 


ighly obli- 


The Crime js the Robbing of God, 
and flealing from that Order of Men, 
whom He bi Appointed to be the Re- 

7 ae: ceivers 
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ceivers of his Dues, which is the worſt 
fort of Robbery ; and has a very malig- 
nant tendancy to deſtroy all Religion. 
And withal, it is very dangerous and 
deſtructive to Men's Eſtates, as well as 
their Souls, I mention their Eſtates 
firſt, becauſe thoſe Men who Purloin 
from the Church ſeems, to prefer their 
Eſtates to their Souls, tho it generally 
proves a very unprofitable and unthrifty 


Way. : 


The Judgments of God upon ſuch 
may be long in coming, but they will 
ſurely come at laſt; and like the Canker 
eat out the Profit of the whole, for the 
ſake 7 that which is ſo diſhoneſily ac- 


Juire 


Aud then for their Souls, tho Men 
ef ſuch ill Principles and Practices ſel- 
om nk they have any, or elſe do not 
conſider the value. of tbem; yet precious 
Souls they have in danger of eternal Deſtru- 
Cion, from which nothing can ſave them, 
but ſincere Repentance and Satisfaftion. 


bas ſo mightily obliged the Chriſtian be. 
Church by his incomparable Books con- 


cerning 


The Judicious Mr. Hooker, .who 
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cerning the Laws of Eccleſiaſtical Po: 
lity, | has an admirable Section. Il. 5. 
F. 79. the Title of which is, of Ob- 
lations, Foundations, Endowments, 
Tithes, all intended for the Perpetui- 
ty of Religion, which purpoſe be- 
ing chiefly fulfilled by the Clergies 
certain and ſufficient Maintenance, 
muſt needs by Alienation of Church 
Livings be made fruſtrate. He has 
i: the Margin a Remarkable Paſſage 
taken ont of the Capitular ' of Charles 
the Great, ſufficient to deter any one, 
tho of the greateſt Rank, who ſhall 
preſume to contract the Guilt of Sacri- 
lege on any account whatſoever. The 
Words are theſe, | 7 
Tas Novimus Multa Regna, & Re- 
e ges eorum ,* propterea cecidiſſe; 
** quia Eccleſias Spoliaverunt, Reſgz 
© earum Vaſtaverunt, en gy 
vel deripuerunt, Epiſcopiſq; & 
“ Sacerdotihus, atq; quod magis eſt, 
Eccleſiis eorum abſtulerunt , & 
_* Pugnantibus dederunt. Quaprop- 
*5 ter nec fortes in Bello, nec in Fide 
„ Satabiles fuerunt, nec Victores ex- 
_ ** titerunt 5 ſed Terga multi Vul- 
© Nneratl 5 & plures interfecti verte- 
: TaJ * 


Ev 


on 
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ce 
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_ runt Regnaqz & Regiones, & quod 


„ pejus eſt, Regna Czleſtia perdide- 
* runt, atq; propriis Hæreditatibus 


“ caruerunt, & hactenus carent. Ver- 
** ba Car. Mag. in — Carul. 1. Fo 
WIC 104. 


That is, We have known the 3 
fall of many Kingdoms and their 


Kings, becauſe they have _ 


Churches, Waſted, Alienated, or 
Plundred their Revenues, and Sag 
them from the Biſhops and Prieſts, 
and what is worſe from the Churches, 
and given them to their Soldiers. For 


this reaſon they have been neither 


Valiant in War, nor Stedfaſt in Faith: 
Have been ſo far from being Con- 
querers, that many of them being 
Wounded have turned their Backs 
upon their Enemies, and more of 


them been Killed; have left their 
Kingdoms and Countries. And what 
is worſe, the Kingdom of Heaven; 


have been deprived of their Inheri- 
tances, and * continue ſo. of 
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The FE Sir Heath Spelman, - 


his Hiſtory of Sacrilege, gives many 


| Remarkable diſaſters befalling ſuch as 


have Robd God and bis Church: 
And 1 ſhalt digreſs but a little from 


| the Subject in hand, if I give a ſhort 
account of one of this Pariſo of Ti- 


verton ( whom 1 juſt remember) tho 
of a leſſer Rank, yet as infamous as 
any, and who made as lamentable an 


Exit. His Name was William Hill, 


who, in the beginning of the Parlia- | 
ment's Rebellion, hearing that ſome 


were - demoliſhing the Earl of Devon- 
ſhire's Chappel, which flood in the 


Church-Yard, and were Carrying a- 


way from it what they could ; He comes 
thither upon the ſame wicked deſign, 
and found that they had broke to Pieces 
a Stately Monument made for Him and 


his Counteſs, and carried away the 


Materials, all the Ornaments within, 


and the Lead at Top, &c. upon which, 


be Lamented h Misfortune for coming 


fo la and * ſaid, now they have 
bc de 


ay. all before I came, there 
js left for me. But looking 

fam a Bell at the end of it, 
2 they ealled the Saint's Bell. Oh, 


5a 24 ſays 
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ſays he, I'll have this. Aud getting 
à Ladder, he goes up to take it down, 
and ſo letting it flip through his Hands, 
the Brim of it cut off his Toes on both 
Feet, by which means he became a 
Cripple, and waſting his Subſtance and 
a ſmall Tenement he had, in the Cure 
of the Wounds; be became miſerably 
Poor and unfit for Buſineſs, went a- 
bout a Begging upon his Heels with a 
Crutch and an underhand Staff, and 
ſo he continued ſeveral Tears, till a 
Gentleman gave him a liitle Horſe, that 
he might ride farther off and Beg 
abroad as he did for ſome time, 
till at laſt in the Pariſh cf Anſtey in 
this County, he and his Horſe were 
found Dead together in a Ditch. A 
diſmal end of a Sacrilegious Perſon ! 


J will not ſay ſo let all thine E- 
nemies Periſh, O Lord, becauſe 1 
hope many of them will Repent and 
Amend, and make Satisfaction for the 
Frauds they have been guilty of againſt 
God, either by Robbing, his Houſe or 
bis Revenue. But ti elite fo 
obſerve, that in a Chriſtian, Common- 
wealth, Men ſhould have Yo litile Fear 
F God before their Eyes, as ig preſume 
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to Rob him of bis reſerved Portion 
of Tithes and Offerings, due to Him 
both by Divine and Humane Lame, 
ſo acknowleged and obſerved by al 
Nations and in all Times, and in 
our own Kingdom — Dedicated 
to God and his Church, by irrevocable 
Vows above 800 hes Since. It Dr: cs 
ſhews a great decay of C briftianity in ber. 

this later Age, that Theſe ſhould be 
withheld or denied, or that they ſhould 

be ſued for at the Law: | Which ſhews 

how unconſcionable ſome Men act, and 

how far they would be from being Ho- 

neſt were it not for Compulſion. Tea, 
notwithſtanding the Statute Þ makes it t and 
Felony to Steal Tithe after it is ſepa- of — 
A from the Nine Parts, yet ſeldom 

any one is Indiffed or Suffers for it. 

Tho' doubtleſs to Steal Tithe is a Crime 

far greater than Stealing any thing that 

ir not Sacred and Dedicated to an Holy 

Due. And ſo. accounted by the Sn 

2 and 3 in Edw. 6. C. 13. And o- 

ther Statutes, 


. 


1 have. often md how it , ſhould 
come to pafs that a Crime of ſo fatal 
4 Conſeq, ence, ſo juſtly Odious and 
vl to all Good Men, who have 
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: 4 value for the Honour of God, for 
the Welfare of Religion, or, for the 


ſecurity of a good Conſcience, or, who 


have a due ſence, even of common 
Honefly' and Juſtice, ſhould be ſo fre- 
„ quently and ſo unconcernedly commit- 
ted. And can aſcribe to no more likely 


Cauſes. than to the looſeneſs of Educa- 


tion, or to bad Examples, or to a Baſe, 


Turbulent, Covetous, Temper, that is 


as void of Generoſity, #s of Shame. 


Some indeed ignorartly commit this Sin, 
without conſidering the dangerous Con- 
. ſequence of it. Others hope not to be 


diſcovered, and therefore att their 
Fraud in the Dark," in Secret, where, 
Ii Man. ſees them not, they forget the 


All ſeeing Eye of God. + Others plead 
Conſcience for it, to Rob the Church 


is an Article of their Religion. Others 
are more Impudent, © either. do it with 


open Face, or diſguiſed Robbery, with 


the ſubterſuge of an ill Cuſtom, or the 


pretence of having' a deciſion by Law, 


and yet all the while do endeavour with 


their utmoſt Sagacity, and ill Arts, 


to pervert Juſtice and Judgment, and 


to carry on their. Sacrilege with Bri- 


bery and Corruption, with falſe Mit- 


weſs and Perjury, and by forging Lies, 
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by making Feuds and Animoſtties, by 
bringing Troubles upon, and acting 
Revenge againſt thoſe that atteſt the 
Truth, and maliciouſly oppreſs them 
for daring to be Honeſt, If we exa- 
mine the Circumſtances of ſuch Men's 
Actiont, we ſhall find them to be very 
bad, full of Treachery and falſe deal- 
ing, full of Cheat and inſincerity, ba- 

ding very little ſenſe of Religion, and 
leſs of Honeſty | and Ingenuity. 


But the Devil has in all — „Ber | 
5 very Buſy, and bent his main Force and 
Malice, againſt the Prieſthood and its 
4 Maintenance, knowing that if he can by 
any means bring Theſe into contempt, the 
State of the Church and Chriſtianity 
. uſt go down with them. To that end he 
has. made many wicked Inſtruments to Act 
by, in that wicked Work : Such as Athe- 
ilts, Deiſts, Quakers, Tithe-Stealers, 
(all deny God that deny Him his due Y 
Sacrilegious Deponents, the infernal 
Crew of Scandalous Affidavit- Ma- 
' kers „ (the Retailers of Fraud and 
© Miſchief,  ) Republicans, Anabaptiſts, 
Covetuous Perſons, and the Combi- . 
nations of other Revengeful and Fa- 2 
dious Men. Some without, aud others, | 
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to their great Sbame, wis bin the W alls 
of the Church,” and with a pretence of 
Leal for it, "while by Sacrilegious In- 
juſtice they ſeek to undermine it and 


| do their utmoſt to leſſer #ts Revenue. 


Therefore they vilifie oak hate, be- 
cauſe they injure and defraud the Cler- 
ogy; aud let their pretences be what 
ahey pleaſe, it is. very plain, they can- 

not give a greater inſtance. of their 
diſaffetion to Them, nor diſregard to 
Him that ſent them, than by fuch 


| pratiices. 


And: what is Infamous in this pre- 


ſent Age, and will leave a Blot upon 


it, is, that ſometimes the ſame Hands 
which receive from the Prieſt, the Bread 
of Life, to qualifie themſelves ff or Pra- 
ftavle Places in the State, 3500 to Rob 
im of his Maintenance. Theſe Mex, 
Jurel at beſt, are unreaſonably. woderate 
in the'C bureh⸗ s V indication. 


At ky times, they ſavage. he 
(ountenance and Encourage Men of 
 Profligate Lives, of none or. deſperate 
- Fortunes, to Purlom from the: Qrieſt 
„f God, and by PR ago 5 


So. 
22 
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Tan , backd with reſtleſs Sol 
citations of others, and baſe Confede- 


racies among themſelves, they act more 


Miſchief to the Church which they 


pretend to be of, than all their Eſtates 


are able to recompence, when favourable 


Times, or the ſenſe of their Sin, or 
the hopes of their own Salvation, ſhall 


oblige them 10 male Saticfalton. 


Me is indeed 4 Iisckare f Athe- 
Tr in every Sin which Men do Vo- 


luntarily commit, but in Sacrilege and 


Perjury it is the prime ingredient, 
And it is lamentable to 'behold ſome 


Men involve themſelves in that Guilt, 
who do not occaſionally, « but conſtant- 
ly come to Church, with unholy Hands 


lifted up in Prajer, as if 5 were 


ſome of God's Devout Morſbipperr, 
when all the while they do but betray 


Him. And are but too like that im- 
pious Thief who had Artificial Hands 
fet in à poſture of Devotion, while with 
the others, more Counterfeit: and Falſe, 
he pick d the e thoſe that were 


near him. | 


In ſhort, © There is too great an 
Indifferency in moſt, and too Scan- 
| ** dalous 


The PREFACE. 


« dalous a partiality | in many, abour 
< the payment of Tithes, which are 
e undoubtedly a part of the Churches 
% Patrimony, and which canot be 
„ detained without Sacrilegious In- 
" Jultich. ; 


K 


* 


I they. do belong to the Clerg gy, 
c are Wartanted and ſettled by Law 
“and the common Right of the 
CSubject (without inſiſting on the 


o 


Ln] 


« deny them, is a downright defi- 
-« atice of the Law and the Govern- 
% nen Which Protects it. * And 
there is no Reaſon why thoſe 
< Men who refuſe. to Pay them, 


Divine Right) then to withold or 


* ſhould: expect a Protection for their 


„ own Rights and Properties, or 


reny benefit from that Law, by OR, | 


15 They te fule to be Ooverned. 
'\. "Should: anly'. thoſe. wha Dilſetit- Sow 


mn be this way Jor Diminiſhing the 
Churches. efteem, in hopes by degrees 


to procure its overthrow, it would: not 


ous: ne bree, becanſe by the 


* 
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The PREFACE 


Ruin of it "they might hope to exalt 
s. themſelves. Then indeed Popery might 

alſo have hopes of another Turn for 

its Re-eſtabliſhment, which in all pro- 
buabilit) would ſoon follow the fatal 
” Change. But that any within our own 
. all ſhould endeavour its Subverſs Fon, 
y # e Impiety. 


2 Thetr fair ſhew outwardly, to hide 
| their wicked intent within; their doing 
it a diſſervice, while they would ſeem 
zealows for it, ſhews great Inſincerity 
and ypocrih It is treacherouſly to 
Wound our Saviour in the Houſe of 
his Friends. Thus Judas effectuallyj 
betrayd Him with a Kiſs, under a 
(hew of Friendſhip, Hail Maſter! And Math. 26. 
we have - thoſe who are altogether a5 %% 
| Ccomplaiſant to his Members, when they 

are ſet to favour an Ambitions or Co- 
vietous deſgn, or have a Self intereſt to 
carry on. 


With all their Skill and Subtilty 
FE. hide their- real Intentions, 
* while with Jaws that ſcarce ſeem 
to move, they devour: the Church's 
ns FRY; and ſeek to Reform by 
Ie 5 ** taking 


The PREFACE” 


Keel Pol. 
45. 8. 79. ¶ whom all allow to be a Perſon of the 
"firſt. Rank, Eminent for Learning, 


taking away what Pious Anceſtry 


x has Conſecrated to it. 
But whatever Lan Men may think 
or do, the Intereſ of Religion, ſiuce 


Miracles are ceaſed, are much bel 
5 the Revenue it. 


And if Divine and Humane Laws 
do not ſupport and defend a Divine and 
Humane Right from the Sacrilegious 
Eucroachments of its Adverſaries, in- 


ſtigated thereto. by its mortal Enemy the 
Devil, the Doctrine of the Church will 


be deſpiſed and its Diſcipline inervated, 


and remain in a Tale e e Condi: 
tion. | 


This AR Ba the Jadithans Hookes 


Judgment and Integrity) 10 Portend * 
its downfall, from a conſideration of the 


Prevalency of Sacrilege in certain parts 


of the Chriſtian Worla. 


And God grant it may not. any "11 


77285 a ws. to tlie —_— 7 ” 
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0 © They have brought to paſs ( ſays 
he ) that as David does ſay of Man, 
ſo it is in Hazard to be verified con- 
cerning the whole Religion and 
Service of God. The Time thereof 
may peradventure fall ont to be 
Threeſcore and ten Years; and 
if ſtrength do ſerve unto Four- 
ſcore. What followeth is likely to 


de ſmall Joy for them, whatſoever 
. 


they be that behold it. 


| But with what great inſincerity all the 
while do they act againſt God's Worſhip 
and Service! © And by the ſame bring 


£ 
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a Curſe upon themſelves, Diſgrace 
and Ignominy at leaſt, if not the 
Miſery of Beggars and the Infamy 
of Robbers. So that the Time it 


may be will come when they that 


either violently have Spoiled, or 
thus ſmoothly Defrauded God, 
(nall find they did but deceive them. 
ſel ves. 8 | 


Yet for al this, thine are not wanting 


' thoſe who haveing once diſparaged them- 
| ſelves in a Sacrilegious Confederacy, will 


EEE «ad fo their Guilt by purſuing * it with 


On” 


— 
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Artifice and Expence, even to an Ana- 

thema rather than be brought ingeniouſly 
to acknowledge land revoke their Errour. 
T he reaſon of it is, becauſe they conceive 
there is a Shame in making an honeſt 


2 SatisfaFion. And that too eaſily over- 


comes the little ſenſe they have of Reli. 


All this while, they either wilfully or 
ignorantly drive on the Atheiſtical* * or 
FaTtious deſign of undermining the 
Foundation of the Church, that it may 
fall into Ruin and Deſtrudtion. 


How far extreme Ignorance may ex- 
enſe in ſuch a Caſe I fhall not diſpute, 
but we may be well aſſured, they that will 
be deliberately guilty of ſuch an abomi- 
nable piece of Sacrilege as that of Tithe- 
Stealing, thereby deriving a Curſe upon 
themſelves and their Poſterity, will ſcarce 
ftick at any other Wickedneſs which - 
comes in their way, to accompliſh their 
Unrighteous ends. 


x Curſe wad Coins to 3 bed 
os * thoſe who ee esa i 


- Letter to a Deiſt. p. * 


4 
pay 


The PREFACE” 


Pay ay this Portion of God, or the Tl 
that are God's. Aud therefore be aban- 
dons them as incorrigible, to the fury o 
Evil Spirits, to aF Miſchief like them- 
ſelves, with Subtilty and Cunning a- 
gainſt the Church, with Rancour and 

Malice, with Treachery and Tut a- 
gainſs their Brethren. 


It is no wonder then that a ſhould 
be ſo bad as they are, but rather that 
they are not worſe, for if they once ar- 
rive at that height of Impiety to Rob 
God, who Liveth for ever, Man can- 
not exped better denling who muſt Die, 
aud is not able to call them to ſuch a 
ſevere Reckoning, as God purpoſes to 
do at the end of the World, if not be- 
fore. Then if ,any one Defile the 
Temple; If any one Rob the Temple 
of God, him will God deſtroy. 


But tho Man ſhall Die, yet his 
Prieſthood ſhall not Die. It ſhall con- 

tinue for ever, and be a Receiver of 
the Lord's Portion and Inheritance. 
It being a part of the Prieſt's Office to 
do ſo. And this Office ſhall neuer 
ceaſe, it 3s Chriſt's Office, Typified by 

Melchizedec. And conſequently the 


paying 


paying of Tithes 00 never 4 1 
being Chriſt's Portion who now recei- 


'weth them, of whom, it 5s recorded, a 


* He liverh, Heb. 7.8. 


90 "I nothing now to add, but to 
forewarn. the Guilty, Perſons of future 
Danger, that they may ſpeedily take the 
only proper method to ſave their Souls 
om Deſtruction; For, as far as the 


Word of God does warrant and oblige 
me to declare, the only way for the i | 
ing of that, is, heartily to repent them 


of their wicked Erroxr, and to make 4 


ſuitable Amend ment for the ſame, and 


a ſincere Satisfaction for the Injuries 
they have done unto God and their 


New hbour, otherwiſe it will be plainly 


— ble, either for Poor or Rich, to 
enter into the A of nen 


THE 


THE 
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P RO v. III ix. 

Honour the Lord with thy 
Subſtance, and with the 

Fir ſt- fruits of all thine in- 


creaſe, 


T 


HIS Precept of the Wi Man 
has as much Reſpect to the 
Chriſtian Church, as any other 
of the Proverbs; and is alto- 


gether as obligatory in the Times of 
the Goſpel, as it was in the Times of 
| the Law, being founded upon God's 

Expreſs Will Antecedent to both. 
And the reaſon of it being perpetual, 
= makes 


— 


1 
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— 


makes the Duty ſo too; inſowuch . 


that every one is obliged to pay Obe- 


dience to it, who has a due Value for 
God's Honour; or, his own Honeſty 
and Religion, or, for the welfare of 


| his immortal Soul. 


The Almiobt God, who alone was 
the Creator of Heaven and Earth ; the 
Supreme Lord of all his Creatures, 
and the bountiful Giver of all the 
good Things which Man does enjoy, 


has not ſo abſolutely beſtow'd them 
upon bim, but that he has reſerved a 


Portion to himſelf, as a Teſtimony of 
his Right toall: And as a due Ac- 
knowledgment of his Bounty, and 


that all have a Dependance upon bim. 


This Portion he does expett ſhould 
be faithfully returned unto Him, as 


an Honourary Tribute for what he has 


beſtow'd ; and in order to procure a 


farther Blefling upon his Labours and 
Poſſeſſions. 


Now what this Portion is, That 
God will accept as a juſt Tribute to bis 
Honour and Service, would not have 
deen known to all people as it "i 

ut 
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5 but de by Divine Revelation. Which 
Learned Men, are of Opinion God at 


firſt made known to Adam, and he to 


his Sons, and they to their Poſteri- 


ty ʒ and fo onward for about Tio 


Thouſand Years, till there was a writ- 
ter Law forit, which made it known 

to ſucceeding Generations, as far as 
the Law came; and where it did not 
reach, as it did not to the Gentile Na- 


tions, Theſe having not the Law, wore i 14 


a Lam unto themſelves. And by the 
| Law of Nature, or, the ſecret Sugge- 
ſtions of God's Will to them { with- 
out which, they could not be ſuppo- 
(ed exactly to hit vpon the ſame Du- 


ty and Proportion) made it an uni- 


verſal Practice, both among Fews and 
Heathens, to pay the Tenth of all their 
Increaſe; as was done before the 


Law, or any Gentile World was in 


| being. 


This is thats Potion which God | 


would be honogred with, the fir/# 
Fruits of all their Increaſe, with the 
Prime -Part of that Subſlance which 
they had received from God ; which 


| heretofore all People and Narions 


from the very beginning of the 
B 2 W orld, 


\ 
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World, have gratefully returned back 
again to God for his bountiful Good- 
neſs towards them, in beſtowing up- 
on them the Poſſeſſion of all the 
Things, which, under his Supreme 
Juriſdiction, they were owners of, or 
entruſted with. . 


And by returning back unto God, 
this his Portion with Thankſgiving, 
they not only acquitted themſelves 
of that indiſpenſable Duty, which 
was incumbent on them; but thereby, 
they ſhew'd that their Truſt and De- 

pendance were upon God; and thereby 

alſo, they took the moſt effectual 
\ . Courſe to procure a Bleſſing upon 
their Store, and to add to it a mani- 
fold increaſe. According as the Verſe 
following my Text intimates, as the 

Reaſon, or Effect, of this Perfor- 
mance. So ſhall thy Barns be filled 
with Plenty, and thy Preſſes burſt out 
* with new Wine. Wherefore; Honour 
the Lord with thy Subſtance, and with 
the firſt. Fruits of all thine Increaſe. 


f 


* ; 
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In handling of which subject. 
I. I ſhall firſt ſhew, the indiſpenſable 


Obligation, which is incumbent upon al 


People to pay Tithes of all unto God, as 

being a part of his Divine Worſhip and 
Service: This being to Honour the Lord 
with their Subſtance, and with the Fe 
Fruits of all their Increaſe. 


2. I ſhall Si the Amiquity of this 


Duty and Practice. It is much ancien- 


ter Poo the Law of Moſes, and long 


before the Ceremonial Law was inſtituted, 


and conſequently it could be no part of 


itz nor, therefore to ceaſe under the 


Evangelical Diſpenſation. 
3. T1 hall ſhew how much the Chriſti- 


an Religion does oblige to this Practice; 


with the Advantages of paying Tithes 
carefully and honeſtly, both with Re ſpect 
to this Life and the next; as it relates 
to Temporal Nate and Eternal 


Happineſs. 


. ſhall ſet forth the Malediftion, 
or Gur, which does attend the Non- 
> e of this Duty, or, the Vo- 
B 3 lation 


— 4 
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Iation 7 it, in the impious, odious, and 


damnabie Sia of Tithe Stealing. 


5. To theſe I ſhall add, in the laſt 


Place, ſome few Obſervations * the 
whole, and ſo conclude. 


But before 1 "Rag it will not be 


» amiſs to obviate a popular Objeion, 


againſt the handling of ſo ungrateful 
a Subject as this, which will be ac- 
mee, a Preaching for Self-Intereſt, 
for the Advantage of 'the Clergy, and 
the welfare of the Church, which is 
already become ſome Men's great Eye- 


ſore, as tis their Endeavour to run it 
| down. And ſurely upon no other 


Ground ſo deſignedly as by their Ru- 
ine, to advance their own Covetonſneſs 
and Ambition ; their Libertiniſm and 


Irreligion; they do not {hew the pro- 


phaneneſs of their Hearts, their Ingra- 
titude towards God, their Diſregard 
to his Holy Word, and their Diſtruſt 
of his Providenge more in any Thing 
elſe, than by with-holding God's Por- 
tion from Him; as if they thought it 
too great to be returned to Him again, 
out of all their Increaſe, tho it be for 
* abundant Goodneſs and Mercy to- 


ward? 


* 
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"wards them already beſtowed, and 


for the Continuance of his Favour, 
if they would be ſenſible of it. 


Some or more of thoſe wicked Ends, 
which promote Atheiſue and Impiety, 


are at the Bottom, if they would but 


ingenuouſly diſcloſe their Minds, and 


without Hypocriſie, diſcover the Se- 


cret abodings of their Heart. 


But a Diſcourſe of this Nature is 


moſt ſeaſonable in a looſe Age, when 
Atheiſm and Deiſmr, ſo much prevail 


( (not the leſs ſo for a tedious, but, at 


preſent, a neceſſary War, and the Ra- 
pacious Covetoulneſs of thoſe that 
ſeek to enrich and advance themſelves, 
by other Men's Grievances and Mil- 
fortunes, ) 


When ſome Men's Sacrilegious 


Hands are more inclined to pull down, 


and Purloyn from the Church than 


to build it up, or, to add to it even 


its own juſt Right and Portion; and 


againſt it, and to ſwallow up the 
poor Remains of its Revenues, but 


5 their Purſes ſhut towards it. 


"+ At 


their Mouths are open ready to ſpeak | 


The Impiety _ 


At ſuch a Time as this, that our 
Gracious Queen ſhould out of her Royal 
Bounty beſtow all her Right to Firſt- 
fruits and Tenths, as being Supreme 
Covernour of the Church in this Realm, 
for the better Maintenance and Sup- 
port of the Indigent Clergy; who, 

with the reſt of their Brethren, have 
greatly ſuffered through the Sacrilegi- 
ous Alienations of one of Her Royal 
Predeceſſors, well conſidering, that a 
{ſcandalous Maintenance generally Can- 
ſes their Perſons and their Office to be 
deſpiſed, however otherwiſe Honoura- 
ble and Important; and withal brings 
a Contempt upon Religion it ſelf, is, a 
flaming Inſtance of her great Devotion 
and Zeal for the Church. * © 


Tt ſhews Her to be 4 true Nurſing 
Mother of it. And ſets a pious Exam- 
ple for the Imitation of thoſe who not 
being Prieſts, have no Authority from 
God to receive Tithes, which are 
God's Portion, Heb. 7. 5. But are the 

uſurping Poſſeſſors of Hallowed Things, 
of zmpropriate' Tithes and Offerings, 
and Church-Lands, to reſtore them to 
me right Qiener+/ fff 5137 5:5 


- of Tithe Stealing : 


And it will make Her ſhine bright 
in the Aunalr of Future Ages, when 
as many Generations as are to come 
ſball call Her Bleſſed. But much Brigh- 
ter when Time ſhall be no wore, and 
Her Head be incircled with a Crown 
of Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


And ſhall we not juſtiſie the Churches 
Patrimony, becauſe we have a Right to 
it our ſelves? Is ita fault to let Cha- 
rity begin at Home? Or only com- 
mendable to take Care of the Things 


of others, and not to Regard our 
: own > U * . 


But it is Am 1 to all Unbiaſs'd, 
Unprejudiced and Sincere Chriſtians: 
That it is the Cauſe of God and Reli- 


gion, which this Subject does Ty 5 
| maintain. | 


It is the . of our e Maſter, 
that it Pleads and Contends for. It 
is the maintaining the Credit and 
Welfare of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
when we give to God the Things that 
are God's, And when the Rights of 
Prieſt and People, are mutually pre- 

ſerved 


10 The Impiety 
ſerved and duely regarded in Practice. 
It is the great Concern of every on's 
immoriul Soul, is hereby advanced, 
when God is rightly honoured by our 
Subſtance ; And a ready Compliance 


is made with the Manifeſtations of his 
Divine Will. +> 


* 
* 


And it is that, which, will evi-⸗ 
dently procure the Bleſſing of God, 
upon our honeſt Labours and Endea - 
vours, by making us Thrive and Proſ- 
Yer in the World. Since it is #6e 
Bleſſing of God that mwaketh Rich: And 
by promoting this Part of God's Mor- 
ſhip and Service, we may reaſonably 
hope to obtain the Promiſe of the Life 
that now is, and of that which is to 
come. 
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Prov, 10. 
26 


3 Tim. 4. Godlineſs has the Promiſe of both. 
„Which Promiſe is loſt, where Impie- 
ty governs. Nay, it can never be 
expected, but the Reverſe of it may, 1 
Ky as Sacritege and Robbery towards |} 

God, and Injuſtice towards Man, are 

ſuffered with Impunity, and carried 

on with Artifice and Cunning, with |} 

Perjury and Falſe-witneſs, under the ſpe- | 

WOT cious 1 


of Tithe Stealing. " mn 
cious Pretence of 4 Deciſion by 
Law. . 


— 


If then, it b be wade appear, that 
the giving to God his due, or the re- 
gular paying of Tithes, do contribute 
towards thoſe great and glorious Ends 
before mentioned, as I doubt not but 
it will: Then alſo it will be apparent, 
that tis no private Intereſt, but a pub- 
lick One will be carried on by that 
means, fo juſt and honourable. 


And therefore I ſhall make it my 
Endeavour at this Time to vindicate 
the Honour of God, and the Reputati- 
_ of our Church and Religion, when 

I preſs the Obligation in the Text. 
Of honouring the Lord with our Sub- 
ſtance, and with the Firſt- fruits of OP b 


gur Increaſe, 


vol begin then with the firſt Thing 
e VIZ. : 


TJ fhew the indiſpenſable Obligation, 
| which is incumbent upon all People 
to pay Tithes of all their Increaſe 
unto God, as being a part of his 

Divine W, orſhip and Foy 5 
an 
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Man was not ak to be ſuch an 
abſolute Lord of the Univerſe, as to 
enjoy the Fulneſs and Fatneſs of the 
Earth; without conſidering the Hand 
from whence thoſe Things came, but 
He was to have a Religious Regard 
to his great Benefactor, and to mag- 
nifie His Bounty and Goodneſs, by 
making an honourable Oblation of a 
Part unto Him of what he had recei- 
ved; not by way of Recompence and 
Satisfaction, for that He was never a- 
ble to do; and be ſure the return of a 
Part could not be enough to do it: 
But, it was by way of Gratitude, as 
an humble Acknowledgment of what 
He had receiyed, as a proper Tribute 
belonging ta the Sovereignty of his 
Creator ; or, as a Rent Charge out of 
what He had ſo plentifully beſtowed 
upon Him, that he might with Com- 
fort rightfully enjoy the reſt. 


This was not to be any ſlip he, tri- 
vial, inconſiderable, ubfitrard Part, 
as he would himſelf; no Will. worſhip | 
as tis called, but ſuch a one as God 
was to be Honoured by, of the faireſt 
and beſt of the Kind and Ixcreaſe 7 

the 


% 
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the Earth, which he was poſſeſſed of, 


according to his Subſtance and Proſ- 
perity. 


It is the Concurrent Opinion of the 
Learned, that God revealed this Ex- 
pectation of his to Adam, and he 
taught and directed his Sons how to 
make their Offerings unto the Lord. 
with Reſpect both to the Quality and 
Quantity of them. * 


Accordingly the Firſt that we read 
of this kind were the Offerings of 
Cain and Abel, Gen. 4. 3, 4. The one 
brought of the Fruit of ibe Ground; 
the other, of the Firſtlings of bis Flock, 
according to their different Circum- 
ſtances. The one being a Tiller of ihe 
Ground: The other, a Keeper of Sheep. 


In which there is this Thing to be 
| obſerved, The one was Accepted, the o- 
. ther Rejected. And the Cauſe of it 
not improbably this, becauſe Abel toox 
his Father's Direction, and offered 
unto God that Part, which he was 
required to offer, and of the Fat there- 
of, ver. 4. But Cain not regarding 
bis own Duty that he had teen * 
J e 
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Man was not made to be ſach an 
abſolute Lord of the Univerſe, as to 
enjoy the Fulneſs and Fatneſs of the 
Earth; without conſidering the Hand 
from whence thoſe Things came, but 
He was to have a Religions Regard 
to his great Benefactor, and to mag- 

nifie His Bounty and Goodneſs, by 
making an honourable Oblation of a 
Part unto Him of what he had recei- 
ved; not by way of Recompence and 
Satisfaction, for that He was never a- 
ble to do; and be ſure the return of a 
Part could not be enough to do it: 
But, it was by way of Gratitude, as 
an humble Acknowledgment of what 
He had received, as a proper Tribute 
belonging to the Sovereignty of his 
Creator; or, as a Rent Charge out of 
what He had ſo plentifully beſtowed 
upon Him, that he might with Com- 
fort rightfully enjoy the reſt. 


This was not to be any flight, tri- 
vial, inconſiderable, arbitrary Part, 
as he would himſelf; no Mill. worſbip 
as tis called, but ſach a one as God 
was to be Honoured by, of the faireſt 
and beſt of the Kind and Increaſe 7 

| U e 
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the Earth, which he was poſſeſſed of, 
according to his Subſtance and Proſ- 


perity. 


I:. is the Concurrent Opinion of the 

Learned, that God revealed this Ex- 
pectation of his to Adam, and he 
taught and directed his Sons how to 
make their Offerings unto the Lord, 


with Reſpect both to the WO ! ; and 


| Wantity of them. 


1 the Firſt * we read 


of this kind were the Offerings of 
| Cain and Abel, Gen. 4. 3, 4. The one 
brought of the Fruit of the Ground; 

the other, of the Firſtlings of his Flock, 
according to their different Circum- 


ſtances. The one being a Tiller of ihe 


Ground: The other, a Keeper of Sheep. 


In which there is this Thing to be 


obſerved, The one was Accepted, the o- 


ther Rejeded. And the Cavſe of it 


not improbably this, becauſe Abel took 


his Father's Direction, and offered 


unto God that Part, which he was 


required to offer, and of the Fat there- 
of, ver. 4. But Cain not regarding 
5 a own » Duty that he had been inſtru- 


cted 


9 OE "COT — 
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Qed in, as well as his Brother, nor, 
ſo much truſting in God's Providence, 
diſregarded both the Goodzeſs of the 
Offering, and the Quantity of it, 
too. 


4th ed „ Probably (ſuys Biſhop Montague) 
n. Firſt that come to Hand without 
Chap. 1. Choice. Not ſo good as he had to 

© offer, nor ſo much as he ought to 


„ have offered. Not the Top, the 


 axeyIne. © Flower of his Wheat, as if any Thing 


„ had been good enough, if not too 
good for God, according to the com— 
mon Accuſtomed, deformed Devotion 
f Reformed Times. Therefore it is 

© ſaid, He did not divide aright, be- 

© twixt God and himſelf. He made 
no juſt or proportionable Diviſcon. 
Fe dealt fraudulently with God, and 
gave him not his due. 


0, 1: bis is exactly agreeable to the 
Sefer, LAX Tranſlation of Gen. 4.7. if thou 
7 1 ehe haſt offered aright, but haſt not divided 
"epi arigbt, haſt thou not ſinned ? _ 
Which Tranſlation gives the Rea- 
ſon, why Cair's Sacrifice was rejected, 
which ours does not, but only id 
| hat 
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That he did not well ; Ard if thou 
|  dofft not well, Sin lieth at the Door. He 
did not well, becauſe he did not of- 


fer ſo good, nor ſo much as he 


ought; which ſhews that there was 
a determinate Part; leſs than which 
he could not offer without ſinning 
againſt God. 


For which Reaſon, God had no Re- | 


ſpect to his Perſon, nor to his Offering; 
as he had to Abel and to his Offering. 
Wherefore He pronounced him accur- 
ſed, for his Unrighteouſneſs; but 
Abel highly honoured with the Chara- 


Teer of being Righteous, for his ma- 
king the full Offering as he ought, 
and of the beſt which he had. This 


being ſuitable to his Faith, and the 
truſt he had in Him, whom he hereby 
worſhipped. As the Apoſtle St. Paul 
Records of him, Heb. 9. 4. By Faith 
Abel offered unto God a more excellent 


Sacrifice than Cain ; by which he obtain- 


ed Witneſs that he was Righteous, God 


teſtifying of his Gifts: Aud by it he be- 


ing dead, yet ſpeaketh. . 
And tho' in expreſs Words, we do 


not find a Determination of the Ruan- 


tum 


* 
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Sen of Repenting for what he had 


tum here of this more excellent gacri- 


ſice; or, how much goes to make a 
righteous and acceptable Offering ? 
Yet, the unanimous Voice of the Fa- 
thers, and other ancient Writers among 
Jews and Chriſtians, as well as Councils 
of the Church have poſitively aſſerted 
this Portion of God's, to be a Tenth 
Part of all our Increaſe : As I ſhall have 


occaſion to mention hereafter. And 


tis very probable, from the general 
PraQice' afterwards 3 the 
World. 1 

And the Traded Grotius por the 
* declares that the Tenth was the 
Portion due to God from the moſt anci- 
ent Ages. And that the footſteps there- 


of, are to be found every where in the 


Greek and Latin Hiſtories. 


And becauſe Cain did not bring ſo 


much as That, he ſhew'd that his 


Heart was not Right towards God: 
That he did not Honour Him with the 
beſt, nor with that Proportion; there- 
fore he was Rejected and became Ac- 
curſed, which preſently wrotight up- 
on him to do greater Wickednels, 


done 


— 


it, 
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done amiſs ; and inſtead of revenging 
his Folly upon his own Head, out of 


Brot 


her, becauſe his own Works were 


Evil, and his Brother's Righteous, 
1 John 3. 12. „ 


Now, I ſay, it was very probable, 
that from the beginning God figuified 


his Pleaſure, that all Mankind ſhould 


make an Offering of a Tenth unto him, 


as an Homage for his Right. to all the 
Increaſe that a Man had, and as aſuf- 


ficient Motive to engage Him to ſend 


down a continual Stream of Bleſſings 
upon him, without which, he could 


neither be Proſperous, nor Succeſs- 


ſul; nor live with Eſteem in the 


Wor Id. 


This is the only Cauſe can be aſ- 


ſigned, why the Practice of this Duty 
ſhould become after ward ſo univerſal ; 


that not only the Jewiſh Nation were 
enjoined by the Law of Moſes to do 


ſo: But the Gentile Nations round a- 


bout, which were not within the Co- 
venant of Promiſe did the ſame Thing z 


and were leech as Strict and Cau- 


tious, and Exact about the Perfor- 


17 


TOY and Malice, He muribered his 


C nance 
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Ader of a Duty, Which even "the Fin- 

ger of God pode out unto them, 

Tak they 55 to do: And that the 
chillion of it was a very great Sin, 


Nom Which they could not Excuſe 


themſel ves without 3 Satisfa- 
ction. 0 


06 il © in the bez ginning, and e- 
"ve ef ſince God ta 4 a Claim to an Ob- 
Ti BY Hut of the Increaſe of every 
"Mal $ Subſtance," we have a ſufficient 


158 of the! indiſp enſable” Neceſ- 


Is, W on us to pay it: 


nt we *dO « exp et : leſſipg from him, 

of hope to reals our Store. this is 
. the readieſt Courſe we can take. This 
is to Honour Him with our "Subſtance, 
and to pay him a religions Worſhip 


gang. Service with a part of the abun- 


5 dance He has beſtowed upon us. It 
18 . Compliance with the P almiſt's 


' Tnjundtion. Pſalm 29. 2. Tho £ ive the 


Lord the. Hononr due unto 'bis Name, 


() 7 


"to worſhip the Lord with "Holy Worſpip. 


Ot, with that Part, which 18 ' Holy unto 
| " the Lord, Lev. 27, = 


_ I come Setondly to — 7 That 


this Oy of Paying Fir ii Fruite 


or 


PP 


= Tithe Seating. 


— — 
— 
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n. — 


or Tithes, which commonly in the 


Sacred Books, and in the Jewiſh | 


Writers, figniſie indifſerently the 
ſame Thing. And by it is meant 
God's determinate Part, 3s anci- 
enter than the Law of Moſes, and 
long before the Ceremonial Law 
was inſtituted, and conſequently it 
could be no Part of it; nor there- 
fore to ceaſe under the Evangelical 


(Diſpenſatian, Hz 


Whenever. was the Original of this 
Duty, unleſs, we allow it to be from 


the Divine Inſtitution, and A. particu- 


lar. Command. Revealed to Adam at 
firſt, as I have mentioned above: 
There is no beginning of it to be 


found, but the Pracice of it is to be 


found long before, there is any ex- 
preſs mention made Of a Law for it; 
and therefore we may well ſuppoſe it 
N Ita, are been always known. 


$a = firſt” Toe: that we bod, in 
8 . Scripture, an expreſs, Command 
for It; or, a, Declaration. of its, being 


. the Lord's, is Exod. 22. 29. Where 


it is ſaid, Thou ſhalt not delay to offer 
i #be firſt of th 3 ripe Fruits. And Lev. 


27. 30. 
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27. 30. And all the Tithe of the Land, 
whether of the Seed of the Land, or of 


the Fruit of the Tree is the Lord's ” 


is is Holy unto the Lord. 


Conſequent hereunto, it is enjoin- 
ed as a Poſitive Law, Deut. 14. 22, 
- 23. The Contents whereof calls it 
Tithes of Divine Service. Thou ſhalt 
truly Tithe all the Tucreaſe of th — 
that the Field bringeth pu Near by 
Tear: And thou ſhalt - before the 
Lord thy God —— The Tithes of thy 

Corn, of thy Wine and of thine Ol 
and the Firftlings of thy Herds, and of 
' thy Flocks : That thou mayſt learn to 
| fear the Lord thy God always. 


But that the Practice of this Duty | 


is often mentioned before; appears, 
in that of Abraham's paying Nahe ito 
 Melchizzdec, who was God's High 


_ Prieſt. "Of Jacob's vowing a Tenth * 


4. bis Goods unto the Lord. Theſe 
ra Two are expreſly mentioned in the 
Bool of Geneſis, which gives but a 
e weed of thoſe 1 ht Times. 


1 
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. And & Learned Doctors among the Pon — 
Jews in their moſt credible Traditions of Tithes, 
t affirm; that the reſt of the Patriarchs, Fart 1. 
did liberally give their Tithes to the hs 
Lord. Pries That Iſaac did ſo, and 
- | therefore he meaſured the Fruit of the 


„Land, that he might be juſt in that 
Cc | Matter. That allo Job, among other 
t Holy and Devout Men, according to 
» || the general Practice, paid his Tithes, 
y and we know he lived before the 
; Days of Moſes. And the fifth Precept 
y |} of Noah, againſt Theft and Rapine, 
„ was thonght eſpecially to be a goes 
f | eue to God's Portion. 

0 


The Firſt of thoſe inſpired Patri- 
archs, that the Holy Scripture menti- 
ons for paying of Tithes, is of Abra- 
ham, Gen. 14. 19, 20. Where Abra- 

bam returning from the Battle againſt 
four Kings, he brought back all their 
Goods, and gave Tithes of all to Melchi- 
zedec, who was the Prieſt of the moſt 
High God. And be bleſſed him, &c. 


& (0 (0 mh, GS SB ou SN 


Which Place St. Paul refers to, 
Heb. 7. when he ſets forth the Honour 
i | 4nd Dignity of C _ s Frieſiveed be- 

| -* ore 


D ea re rs 
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fore tha of Levi He being a "Frieft 
after the Order of Melchizedec, 2. 17. 
Who was a Prieſt of the moſt High 
God. And therefore to bleſs the'Peo- 
ple in his Name, and therefore to 
receive the Tithes for Him: It being 
here to be noted, That the Prieſt of 
be Lord, are the proper Receivers o 
Tithts ant Offerings; or, the - Fivſt- 
fruits which are God's Portion, both 
before the Law, and alſb under it, 
as well as ſince in the Times of che 
Goſpel. It is their Inheritance, as it 
is called, Numb. 18. 21. Bebotd. F 
have given the Children of Levi, all the 
Tenth in Iſrael for an Inheritance, for 
their Service which they ſerve, even the 


Service of the Tabernacle of the Congre- 
, N 


. yet this Prieſthood of Revi. was 
not ſo great as that of Melchisedec, 
which was the Type of Chriſt's Prieft- 
hood, from Wheget the Prieſts of the 
Goſpel derive their Title, and conſe- 
quently their Right to God's due. 

Dr. Com- Wherein Abraham ( ſays St. Chryſo- 
e Bom) # 4 Tator to all to expreſs #uch 
Page 68. graritude, and to bring in the Firſt- | 


Fruits of what God gives. 


Now 


LL * 


3 
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his magnifying the xieſthood of Mel- 
chizedec, beyond that of Levi. Con- 
ſider. how great this Man was, unto 
whom even the Patriarch Abraham gave 


the Tenth of the Spoils. 


It, ſeems theretgre that Melchizedec 
Was, greater than, Abraham, and. his 
Prieſt ood better than the Aaronical, 
which was to ſpring from Abraham, 
opt, of, whoſe Loins, Levi was to come, 


and whg in Abraham paid Tithes. 


rex which the dpoſte in the fler 
ing Lale is very, Parijcular and Er- 
preſs. And verily, they that are of the Verſe 5. 
Sons of Levi, who receive the Office of 

the Prieſthood, have a Command ment to 

take Tithes of the Reople according to the 

| Law, that 7s of their | Brethren, tho 

they come out of the Loins of Abra- 


But He whoſe deſcent is not counted, Verſe s. 
from them received Tithes, of. Abra- 
Froppiſes., AC + 1.) wer 


Nor ichs te cy le, Heb. 7. 4. In Heb. 7. 


The Ih 


Verſe 7. 


Verſe 8. 


Verſe 9. 


Verſe 10. 


— 


And without all C ontradiction the leſs 
is bleſſed of the better. 


And here Mes that die, SEE 


 Tithes : But there he receiveth them, of 


whom it * that he liveth. 


Aud 47 J may 7 ſay, Levi alſo who 
receiveth Tithes paid Tithes in Abra- | 
ham. 


W he was yo. in OY Loins of bis £ 
Father, * Melchizedec wet him. 


' This is a main Proof of the Pay- 


ments of Tithes before the Law. And 
of all the Increaſe, and of the choi- 


; ol and. beſt too, becauſe fuch ought 


vb. 


to be picked out for the Offerings to 


nin God. As the Greek Words ſignifie, 


Ares diu · 


| In loc. 4. 


by which they are expreſſed. 


And if of 4% the Increaſe of the 


Spoils taken in War, which is the 


Soldier's Harveſt, certainly much more 


likely of all the Tacreaſe out 45 ho 


Earth, that were poſſeſſed by H 
And that ( ſays Dr. Hammond ) wil 
be a fu Helen —_— and Teſtimony of 


the 
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the Cuſtom in Abraham's Time of pe- 


ing Tithes 10 the Prieſt of all our In- 
creaſe, of what kind ſoever it is. 


For doubtleſs, this was not the on- 

ly Time that Abraham paid Tithes to 
Melchizedec, but that he was wont 
to do fo yearly being his High Prieſt; 
tho' this be the ſingle Record of his 
paying Tithe of Spoils upon that ex- 
traordinary Occaſion for it, when he 
returned thro his Country from the 
Victory that he had obtained; and he 
ſo readily came aut to meet him, and 
to rejoice with him, and to refreſh 
him and hjs Men with Bread and Mine. 
And to receive from him the Sacrifice 
of Praiſe, or his Offering the Tenth 

unto God, who gave him the Victory. 


Another Inſtance of this Practice 
| before the Law, and what much con- 
firms the frequency of it at that Time, 
we have in Jacob, (who was Abra- 
ham's Grandſon, bred up according to 
the religious Cuſtoms of that Family, 
made Heir of his Bleſſings, and being 
the Father of the Twelve Patriarchs,' 
and no doubt but well informed of : 
ſuch Pious Dedications, as were ac- 
ws ceptable 


The.I mpiety, 


Verſe 20. 


Verſe 21. 


Verſe 22. 


Pillar hall be God's. Houſe : 


— unto God, and at firſt of Di- 
vine Revelation) He wade a ſolemn 
Vom of giving to God. the Tenth of all 


that he ſhould give him, Gen. 28. 20, 


21,22, It. is, mentioned by way of 
Gratirnde, If God. will be with, me, and 


will keep, me in tbis way which. F. go, 


aud will give: me Bread to eat and nid 
ment to. put on. 


So that, T come again, to, my. Father's 
Houſe in. Peace, then tle the Lord be, 
my God. | 


Aud this.Stoge which 1: _- 10 fir « 4 


400 for 


that- thou ſhalt give. me, I 


give the Tenth unto Thee. 118 God 


bad bleſſed him with Proſperity, be. 


could not pay him that ſoſemn Part 
of his Worſhip, which he yowed to 


do: But not doubting oß his moſt 


_ gracious, Promiſe juſt made unto, 


ver. 13, 14. He made à ſolemn De- 
claration of bis F aith, That the Lord 


ſhould be bis. God. And ſo being tbe 


ſole Obieck of his Worſhip, as a natu- 
ral Conſequent thereof, he knew that 
Tithes were his due, and tberefore as 
4 Fe, chat a which, he had 

came 


— 


ö 


1 
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came from his bountiful Hand, he 
would by a ſignal Obligation bind 
himſelf to the Performance of that 
Daty; notwithſtanding he was ame- ' 
cedently obliged to it, as following 
Abraham's: Example and Piety, by 
Vertue of that reſerved Right, which 
_ God had in his, and all Men's E- 
„ Re 


And! that God had reſerved: ſuch 
a Tenth Part, was well known to 
him from the Common Practice, by 
which, e would be honoured, and 
with no leſs; either by Tradition from 
bir Forefaubers, or by immediate Re- 
velation from God Himſelf: Other- 
wiſe, we cannot rationally ſuppoſe, 
that ge and all others ſhould: ſo exact- 
ly hit upon a Tenth, and not Vow a- 
ny other Part, as a Seventh, a Ninth, 
a Twelfth, or a Sixteenth, as well as a 
Tenth, as a neceſſary Duty. 


By both which Inſtances of thoſe 
inſpired Patriarchs expreſly mentioned 
it the Word of God, fetting aſide what 
» the Rabbies ſpeak in their Traditions 
" Of the reſt of the Patriarchs, perform- 
ing conſtantly the ſame _— 
oO ave 
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have a ſafficient Aſſurance, Thac Tithes 
were paid before the Law, and as they 


all thought by Divine Right ; becauſe 


God had from the very beginning ob- 
liged Mankind to it, as he was the 
giver of all Things, which they had 
the Enjoyment of, . 


Now then, from hence it is evi- 
dent that it could not be a part of the 
Ceremonial Law, or any other purely 
belonging to the Jewiſh State to ob- 
lige to this Duty, any otherwiſe than 
as thoſe Laws might enjoin the Obſer- 
vation of other 2 Duties; 
as to abſtain from Murder, from Theft, 
&c. - 4470 fa Tithe Nahe 5 — 


cauſe it was a neceſſary Duty to pay 


Tithes before the Ceremonial Law was 
inſtituted, and conſequently it was 
not to be done away, as the Ceremo— 
ial was, at the coming of Chriſt. 


pr. Com. Such as were the Additional Pay- 
_ 2. ents, beyond the Tenth Part due 


880 


to the Prieſt and Levites, viz. The 
(Bicurim) or firſt Ripe Fruits, an 


Tooth Part, the Therumwah or Heave- 


offering, a 50th Part. 


The 


- 
— 
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The leaving the Corner of the Field L. 19.9, 
| unreaped every Tear. The Tithe for Deut. 4 
Feaſts; the Poor Man's Tithe every 19, 20. 
Third Year: And one other mention- 

ed, Numb. 15. 20, 21. 


All which were to be paid, over Dr. Com- 
and above the Firſt-fruits or Tenths 2,1%. 
tO the 4 rieſts, which made the Jewiſh fruits were 
Payments much more than the Chriſti- „ e, 
ans, and ſometimes Three Times as 4 „. Lal. 
much, to be rather a 5th Part than a % both 

'roth. But thoſe. Additional Pay- Fig. 
ments being ſuper added by the Lam, Fruits were 
are aboliſhed with it, while the Anci. Ps. 
ent Portion of the Ancient of Days, or as 
the Original Tenth, is of an Eternal 
Obligation ; of equal Force with the 
Moral Law, and alike binding all 
People in all Ages who own God, 
who are blefſed with an Eſtate, and 
who ought to Honour Him with their 
Subſtance, and with the Firſt-fruits of 
all their Increaſe. | | 


Since then it does appear, that there 
is an Honour due to God to be paid out 
of all our Increaſe : As the Firſt- fruit: 
or Tenths of the beſt and faireſt of its 

3 And 


I —— — —— ep ovn 12 — — 
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And ſince thoſe Holy Patriarebs be- 


fore the Law, Abrabam, Jacob and 
others, who were +1nfpired by God, 


ptacticed the ſame Duty. It follows 
_ plainly, that Texths: were. not of Mo- 


ſaic Inſtitution, nor were therefore to 
be aboliſhed: with the Law of | Moſes, 
but ought to be paid by all, who by 
Faith are the Sons Of Abraham to the 
Sons of Melehigedec; by all true Chri- 
ſtians to the Chriſtian Prieſthood, 
v hich continues for ever. They were 
Paid from Adam to Maſes, from:Moſes 
to (hriſt, from the beginning of Chri- 


ſtianity they have been and will! be 
paid, until the ame on all 


3 Things 


Daring the Diſpenſation of the 


Law, there is the higheſti Evidence 
imaginable for it, Which laſted about 
2000 Tears, as the Period before the 

Law did. And aiter thoſe: TWO Pe- 


riods were ended, and the Chriſtian 


| Religion eſtabliſhed, which accord- 
ing tothe Calculation and Opinion 
of very LearnedeiMery ſhall continue 
the Hke Period“ of. Tears. 
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„ And chen the Seventh Thouſand __ role 
< ſhall bring on the Period of all 5. 2 
wa Accounts, 'when the Everlaſting tyr in Dial. 
« Sabbath ſhall commence, and Time 3 
15 ſhall be no more. d Orthod, 
| 71. 
e which Period of the Goſpel, 
this Duty of paying Tithes ſhall indiſ- 
penſably continue, as being a Moral 


Duty, and ſo of an Eternal Obligz- 
tion. 


3. This brings. me to the Third 
Particular, To ſhew how much 
the Chriſtian Religion does oblige 
to this Practice. Together with 
the Advantages of paying of Tithes 
Carefully and Hontſtly, both with 
reſpe to this Life and the next, 
as it relates to Temporal Proſperi- 
ty and Eternal Happineſs. | 


From the Two foregoing Particu- 
lars, we may well be affured of the 
12 Antiquity of this Practice, 

th before the Law and under it, each 
Period contar̃ning about 200 Yeats, 
5 which makes : ary, lice med 2 


1 


*b 


And 
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And then for its Continuance under 


the Goſpel, it being no where aboli- 
ſhed, nor any, the leaſt Declaration 


made that God ever intended to abo- 
liſh it, but very much that it ſhould 
continue, is a clear Argument, that it 
was to continue for ever. 


Dr. Com- 
ber. 


As long as God ives 11 ES 
He is to be 2 us Cod gi by our returning 
unto him his Portion; this is natural 
Juſtice and Gratitude, which if we 


refuſe to pay to God we juſtly forfeit 
his Bleſſing: and Favour, and incur 
the Car/e againſt ſuch notorious Offen- 


ders, as have not the fear of God be- 
fore their Eyes; and therefore do not 
reſpect his Holy Name nor bis Word, 
but preſume to rob Him of bis due. 


And our Saviours not repealing the 
Obligation to this Duty in the New 


i Tebament 3 as no doubt, but he would 


have exprelly done, had he deſigned 
the Dilcontinuance of it, after ſo 


long a Practice, fiom God's own Jnſti- 


tution 3 we may very rationally con- 

clude, that He did intend it ſhould 

remain kill obligatory as before. It 
is 
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18 's alſo very probable, that twas his 


Mind that it ſhould continue, becauſe 


when He upbraided the Phariſees for 
their Partiality in {:thing Mint and 


Rue, and all manner of Herbs, and 


500 ing over Judgment, and the Love 
of God. He ſays, Theſe ought ye to 
have done, and not leave the other un- 
done ; Luke II. 42. Meaning ye 
ought to do the greater Duties, the 


more Difficult, and Expenſive, as 


well as the Lefler, and the Eaſter; ye 
ought to pay Tithes of the greateſt 
Things, as well as of the leaſt 5 where- 
in they were very Cautious and Ex- 

att. Ye ought not to leave this un- 


done; implies, that it was Duty t to 


do it. 


25 1 this Matter eure Origen ) Hoem. II. in 
they were ſo ſtrict, that they would eros. 


cc 


not ſo much as Taſte of the Fruit 
«© of the Earth, before they had made 
an Oblation thereof to the Prieſt, 


And we know who tells. us, Mat. 
'5. 20. Except your Righteonſneſs ſhall 
exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no Caſe enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. Where- 

in 


* 
F 
1 e* 
0 
iy 
i 
r 
[7 
4 
l 


. — = —ͤ— — — ps he * — 


- LS? * * P —— [RS — 
2 _ = — —— ” os — Oo. — — 8 = 
2 5 — , 4 2 — - 2 : 
— 2 _— 9 1 ws 8 1 2 com ag Seger 8 
Po 7 N q 5 * a * 5 = Ow < jt. = _ * . 27 
by — EI EOINTE —— god —— — q - Ba — AS <—% 2 q 
— — — — ———— — 1 — . fo — / — — ” ye. 
— ot * 0 2 po r 


— CABINS 
—— — 3 
* it -_ 8 Ws MN > un" A 
r FS 
— 7 7 


"The In mpiety 


in the Poor as well as the Rich, „ if 
they be Vertuous and Honeſt are alike 
capable of being admitted; and by 
complying with the Payment of God's 


Proportion out of their Izcreaſe : 


They do alike worſhip Him with their 
Subſtance, and do equally Partake of 
his. Safeguard and Protection, Accep- 
tance, and other Divine Privileges. 


But how does our Righteouſneſs ex- 
ceed theirs, if we wholly neglect that 
Duty, which they partly fulfilled ? 
And we ſhould much more abundant- 


15 0 


8 Inſtance of our Saviour 
Approbation of it, is ſeen in his Para- 
ble of the Phariſce and the Publican, 
Luke 18. 12. Where He reckons the 
Payment of Tithes of all that we poſſeſs, 
as'an ACt of Worſhip and Devotion to 
God. | | 


Eng Di- To which we may add, that Argu- 
ment of the Apoſile's from the Melchi- 
' Bedecial Prieſthood, which was a Type 
of Chriſt's, who receiveth Tithes, of 
wbom it is witneſſed, That he liveth, 

Hed. 7. 8. Or, in that he was a Prieſt. 
From 


Vine Ri ht 
of Tit hes. 
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From which Places it is more than 
probable, that our Saviour would 
have Tithes accounted of Divine Right 
under the Goſpel, as they had been 
all along reputed before. 


But we have very. poſi rrive Proofs t to 

ſhew the Continuance of this Duty to 

the Goſpel Miniſtry, from what St. 

Paul ſpeaks. to the Corinthians, 1 Ep. . 

After he had laid a Claim to his right 

to a Maintenance from them, from the 

the Example of a Soldiers not going to 

| Mar upon his own Charges: From a Vine- 

; dreſſers eating the Fruit of his Labours : 

And from a Shepherds being fed from the 

| Product of his own Flock, v. 7. So alſo | 

frtom the Teſtimony the Law gives of it | 
under the command, for not Muzling 

the Ox that treadeth ont the Corn, v.8, 9. 
As if God took more care of the la- 
bouring Beaſts, than of the Work of 
his Miniſters. He comes to ſhew what 
this Maintenance ought to be, even the 
ſame which the Law eſtabliſhed for the 
Levitical Prieſthood ; and that we well 
know was to be had from Tithes and 

Offerings. For certain, no leſs than a 

: Tenth of all abſtracted from the ſeveral 

D 2 Cere- 
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Ceremonial Additions that were made 
to it, as the Apoſtle obſerves to their 
own Knowledge, v. 13, 14. Do ye not 
know that they which Miniſter about holy 
Things, live of the things of the Temple : 7 
And they which wait at the Altar, are 

partakers with the Altar : 5 Even ſo bath 
the Lord ordained, that they which 
Preach the Goſpet, 2 hoe of the 
Goſpel. 


Where the Aroſtte from a conſide- 
ration of that ample Proviſion, which 
the Miniſters of of the Temple received for 
their waiting F the Altar, according 
to the Ordinance of God in the Old Teſta- 
ment; which was a fixt and certain 
Maintenance, ariſing out of the Offer- 
ings that they were obliged to make; 
and the Tenth of Al, which they were 
obliged to pay; does ſhew, that Chrift 
the Son of God, 1mitating his Fathers 
Example; has ordained that the Goſ- 
pel Miniſters, ſhould likewiſe have a 
fixt and certain Maintenance of the 
ſame Proportion, and ariſing from 
the like means as the others had; ame- 
ly, from Tithes and Offerings. 


And 
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And theſe were to be not Arbitrary 
and Precarious, as Men thought fir 
themſelves, but of a trick Obligation ; 
not to come ſhort of them, but rather 
. to exceed, upon the Account of the 

excellency of this Miniſtry. 


For which the Apoſtles Compariſon 
runs very full and high, even ſo hath _ 
the Lord ordained. 


Tt muſt then anſwer in the Proporti- 
on, and Quality, and Certainty of 
the Revenue, or elſe, there would be 

ga great [mpropriety and inconſequence 


in the Apoſtles Words, even ſo hath the 
Lord ordained. | 


e , . nn 
ccc at 


It would not be ever ſo, if it came 
ſhort of the Revenue of the Temple; 
or, if the Prieſts of the Goſpel, had not 
a Right to Tithes, as well as the Prieſts 

_ of the Temple. 


According to which Senſe, the Pri- 

mitive Chriſtians did underſtand the 
Apoſtles Words, and did verily believe 

*. that it was the Ordinance of Chriſt, that 
| Tithes (ſhould be the Maintenance of 


Tube Impiny 


He Miniſters, as well as they had been 

of God's Miniſters betore, being al- 
ways reputed his Portion, and their 
Lot and Inheritance. Conformable to 
which, was their PraCtice, as ſoon as 
there was any ſettlement of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, and they were in a capa- 
city to pay them; or the Apoſtles and 
. their Succeſſors able to receive them; 
which at firſt they were not, while 
the Church was but in its Infancy, 
and under Perſecution. 


However, at that Time as Opportu- 
nities ſerved, they were wont to give 
more than a Temth part; even the 
greateſt part, or 40, which they had, 
Which did include moſt certainly Al 
which they ought to give. | 


Thas we read, 47 4. 34, 35. As 
many as were Poſſeſſors of Lands, or 
Houſes, ſold them, and brought the pri- 
ces of the Things that were öl, and 
laid them down at the Apoſtles Feet. So 
that a Tewth had been a ſmall Propor- 
tion, to what the devotion and libera- 
hey of the Believers of that Age dedi- 
cated to the Worſhip of God, and the 
Service of his Church; 5 whereof Di- 
ſtributiont 
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 ftributions were made by the Apoſtles ac- 
cord ing to every one's Neceſſity. And 
to expect a regular payment of the 
Tenth of their Increaſe in ſuch unſetled 
Times, eſpecially, when the Church 
of Chriſt was in a ſtate of Perſeculion, 


would have been as unreaſonable, as it 


was unpracticable, 


But afterwards, every Chriſtian was 
very forward to do ſo, and were very 
careful not to fail in a duty, which 


all Chriſtians thought themſelves high- 


ly obliged to; from thoſe general 


DireQtions of the Apoſtle in the places 


now quoted, and from ſeveral others, 
as Gal. 6. 6. To the ſame effect and 


importance ſaying, Let him that is 
Taught in the Word, communicate unto 


him that. teacheth in all. good Things. 


And 1 Cor. 9. 11. If we have ſown unto 


you Spiritual Things ; is it a great Thing 


If we ſhall reap your carnal Things : : * 


the like. 


The Primitive Chriſtians needed no 


more than thoſe general Directions, to 


exhort them to a liberal Contribution 
for the work of the Miniſtry, and the 


Maintenance of Religion; knowing 
| D 4 from 
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from the general Practice every where, 
that the leaſt that they could offer to- 
wards thoſe great Ends, was the Tenth 
of All; which being that Portion 
which God always approved of, as He 
at firſt directed it ſhould be, made 
them ſo to interpret the Apoſtles mean- 
ing, as not to apply to their own pro- 
per uſe, all the Goods that God had 
| bleſſed them with, but to remember 
that a Portion of them God had re- 
ſerved to Himſelf : And that Portion 
they were aſſur d was to be a Tenth at 
leaſt, according to the Practice of 
Jews and Gentiles: To which, with- 
out any Heſitation, they added their 
Chriſtian Conformity, 


Our Bleſſed Saviour, tho' he had a 
Right to Tithes by virtue of his Eter- 
nal Prieſthood, yet he would not Exer- 
ciſe that . Right while he lived, becauſe 
He was conformable tothe Law, which 
had fixed that Portion on the Tribe of 
Levi, to which he did not belong. 


Neither would his Apoſtle Sr. Paul 
ſo far offend the Jewiſh Prieſthood, at 
that Time, as to lay a claim to the 
Tithes then poſſeſs d by the Prieſts and 

i 5 Levites, 
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Levites; it ſufſic'd to intimate, that 
by Chriſffs Ordinance, the ſame Main- 
tenance for the Prieſthood, - was annex- 
ed to the Goſpel which wu CY 
due to the Lam. 


"And this every one underſtood to 
be the Ienth, which as Chriſtianity 
_ prevailed over the Fewiſh Church, they 

aſſumed as their proper Right and 
Due. Inſomuch, that the early Pra- 
ctice of this Duty, gave the beſt Inter- 
ꝓretation of it. And the Ancient Fa- 
thers unanimouſly almoſt, give their 
_ Teſtimony thereto, 

As I. Trenaws, Polycarp's Scholar, 
and he of St. John, who lived near the 
Times of the Apoſtles, affirms, That we 
ought to offer to God the Firſt fruits of 
his Creatures. Adding, that the Jews, 
div this conſe; bail their Tonrhe Config 

ted; but Chriſtians have dedicated all 
they have to God's Service cheerfully-and | 
freely, not giving that which is leſs than 
the Jews, becauſe they have a better 
on. ä 


— tr nn rc —— — 


2. Origen ſays, To Him we offer our 
 Firſt-fruits, to whons we ſend up our Pray- 
87s, | | 3: St, C 


l 
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3 


Anno aq. 


and pious to Conſecrate the Firſt -fruits of 
| the Barn-floor, and the Wine-preſs to 


| proceed from Him. 


Emperors do all agree, particular 


| : how the Gentle Ntions concurred in 


tedious to produce within the gen 


N 1 


4 St. Gun That the Chriſtian Ob- 
lations were expected, in his Days to be 
Tenths at leaſt. 


4. St. Gregory Nexlevges. It 3s juſt 


God; becauſe both we and all we 3 


VV ̃⁵uTll ney ˙ w WW, 1 


More aanticalarly and expreſly to- 
wards the enforcement of this Duty, 
by the Law of God, are the Fathers which 


follow them. Such as St. Hilary, St. Am- 


broſe, St, Chryſoſtom, St. Auguſtine, &c. 

who, in their {everal Ages declare the 
payment of Tithes to be a moral Du- 
ty, and conſequently of perpetual O- 
bligation, with whom, the ſacred Sy- 
nods of the Church, ind the Decrees of 
Councils, and the Edifs o f the Chriſtian 


Places in Eccleſzaſtical Fiſtory do abun- 
dantly Teſtify, which it would be too 


of a Sermon. 


n than tt thew 


the 


£3 


— 
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| the ſame Opinion, and with great cauti- 
on paid the Tenth of Al to the Heathen 
Gods, evenof the Spoils in War, ac- 
cording to the example of Abraham 
as to Jupiter, to Hercules, to Apollo, 
to Juno, to Diana, to Sabis, &c. Ac- 
cording to the Notion of which they 
had of the Gods that they Worſhip- Bedi, 


ped. As particular Hiſtorians men- Harprereti= 


an, Diod. 
: tion. N | ; Sie. Sc, 


But if, after all, There be any one 
ſo perverſe and obſtinate, as, either 
for want of better Information, or 
through extreme Prejudice, to diſſent 
from the general Opinion, and uni- 
verſal Practice of Fews and Gentiles, of 
Chriſtians and Heathens herein; and 
for want of a due Conſideration, and 1 Gr. . 
a greater ſenſe of Piety, oppoſe thoſe 
Clear Evidences, and among them 
the Ordinance of the Bleſſed Jeſus, for 
ſuch a right to the Texth ; I will brief- 
ly ſhew the Right he has to it, from 
3 Donations, which are valid 
enough, tho of afar leſs nk, ror 


God may have an abſolute Right 
to the Things that are dedicated tothe 
Service of his Church, and the perpe- 


| tuity 
o 
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tuity of Religion, by the Vows and 7 
nations, that are made by Man; by 
which he delivers back again unto 
God, all his Right and Title to that 
Portion ſo Dedicated, out of the abun- 
dance of thoſe Things which He has 
freely beſtowed upon him. 


After which Donation che remains 


no manner of Right in him, to the uſe 
of the Things ſo given, but they re- 
main for ever ſeparate from him, and 
from thence become the entire Pro- 
perty of him, to whom they are gi- 


ven; as in the caſe of Ananias, Acts 


5. 4. While it remained was it not thine 


48s 6. 4. own? And after it was Sold, was it not 
Prox. 5 5. * thine own Power 8 © 


This is alſo a 8 of God's ſole 


FVV 


Church Lands; which by free gift be- 
ing conſigned to Divine Worſhip, 
cannot be alienated from it, no more 
than a Man can take away another 


Man's Right and Property in any 290g 


whatſoever. 


Stakein ** th then, the ſeveral Kings of 
the Graſs. 


pag. 2640 | 


England, who have ſometimes bad 
the 
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the ſole Right and Property in all 
* the Lands of England, have a new 
dedicated, by particular Vows, | and 
e of late by the Coronation Oath] as 
* Jacob did, Gen. 28. 22. all the 
© whole Tithes of the Lands of Eng- 
- land to God; and figned Charters 


% and Grants of the fame, and tender- 


« ed them upon their Knees at the Al- 


* tar of God, in Preſence, and with 


the Approbation of the Lords and E- 
* ſtates of the Land; with heavy Cur- 


c ſes and Imprecations upon Them- 


** ſelves, or any of their Szcceſſors, 
who ſhould recal the ſame, or in- 
e croach in any part upon the Tithe 

f God; and upon all who ſhould 
© receive ſuch Grants from them, or 
aſſiſt them in ſuch Sacriledge. 


The ſame has been confirmed by ſe- 
Wor Hs of Parliament; and particu- 
larly by Magna Charta (or the great 
Charter of England} the firſt Clauſe 
whereof gives to God and the Church all 
her whole Kights and Privileges inviola- 
ble. Which Rights, theſe Laws de- 


clare, Tithes to be above all other pol 
ſeſſions. 


"And: 


» 
* 


45 The Impiety 


= 
Re — 8 th R 


And that great Charter had for its 
Original the Laws of King Edward, 
called the Confeſſor ; which lince the 

_ Conqueſt our Kings and Queen, did 
Swear to obſerve. 


Malmsbu-, Among which, this was one con- 
4 cerning payment of Tithes : Thoſe Cu- 
lie. ſtoms | for paying leſs than the Tenth] 
| had their riſe from the Malice of the De- 
vil. But, we ought to prefer that 
which is Juſt, before that which is the 
Cuſtom. On account of which it was, 
that the Laws of Edward 6. declaring, 
Tit bes are due to God, © made it plain, 
* that no Cuſtom which defrauds 
<< God of that due in whole or in 
< part, ought to be allowed. And 
therefore the Erxcleſiaſtical Canons 
made in thoſe Days did declare, 
* „ Theſe Cuſtoms ought utterly to be abro- 
gated. For Truth is of that Nature, 


hs no preſcription, no length of 


Syneſius. 


Dr. "IX 
ber quotes 


Tertullian Time, no Eminence of Perſons, no 
n it, P. © Privilege of Countries can hold dgainit 
it. Neither are we ſtronger than 
God; to break through his Laws, and 
the Vows and Oaths of our Kings and 
Ads of Parliament, with Impunity. 
Do 


181. 
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Having thus ſhewn how much the Chri- 


Sian Religion does _— to the pay 
ment of Tithes. 


1 ſhall before I conclude this parti- 
cular, ſhew the Advantages of this Pra- 
Fice, as it tends to Mens Temporal 
and Eternal Intereſt. And if Men can 


de perſuaded, that this will promote 


their IztereiF, which they ſo eagerly 
purſue after. It will ſurely prevent 
their Fravds and Thievery on this Ac- 
count, by which they do the greateſt 
Injury to themſelves, when they diſbo- 


crilege they are then guilty of, which 
is a Sin of ſo deep a dye, that it will 


not be forgiven without the ſincerity 
of Repentance and — 


8o on the other ſide, it is not God, 


that is the gainer by the obſervation of 


this Duty, but it is thoſe that faith- 
fully perform itz and thereby ſhew 


——C 


It is the Sin of S2- 


that their Truſt and Confidence, and 


dependance is upon God, when they 
honour Him with their Subitance, wh 
hall 1 the great gainers in the End. 


This | 


Te Imp 


This many P3ous devout People have 


- experimentally found to be true, and 


that God has bleſſed the labour of their 
Hands, and the fruit of their Ground, 


much the better for their Faith el 
herein. 


W I do not in the leaſt doubt, 
but others would find it their Privilege 
and Advantage, and great ſatisfaction 
to their Minds; if they would alſo be 
careful in this Matter, and firmly rely 


upon God, and believe his Word, and 
truſt in his Providence, by the regular 


payment of their Tithes, which will be 
an honouring Him with their Deeds be- 
yond what they can 08 with ood . 


I or ds. 


The Practice of which. hb "SRO to 
have made the condition of their Pro- 


ſperity; which very many fail of, for 
want of trying the Experiment; and 


who can't find it in their Heart to be 
true to God, aud honeſt in their dealings 


towards his Servants, Notwithſtand- 


ing they do believe, tho they do not 
conſider it, that He ſees and knows 
what * do, or what they neglect 

a 1 


* 


* 


aid 
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the doing of: And that He will aſſu- 
redly either puniſh or reward them, 
according as they do ill or well; in I 
dealing truly, or defrauding God of 
his Dae. 1 | | 


This we muſt believe to be a certain 
Truth, unleſs we think that He did 
but delude the World, when He ſets 
them upon the tryal of it, Mal. 3. 10, 
II, 12. | i 3 


Bring ye all the Tithes into the Store- 
7 houſe, that there may be meat in mine 
Houſe, and prove me now herewith ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts 3, if Iwill not open you, 
the windows of Heaven, and pour you 
out a Bleſſang, that there ſhall, not be 
room enough to receive it. | 


And I will rebuke the Devourer for 

your ſakes, and he ſhall not deſtroy the 

Fruits of your ground ; neither ſhall your 
ine caſt her Fruit, before her Time in 


the Field ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 


And all Nations ſhall call you Bleſſed, 
for ye ſhall be a delightſom Land, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. | | 


. Where 


55 


The pier 


Where with wonderful Condeſcen- 
ſion, the Lord does invite Mankind 
to try if He will make his Promiſe 


good unto them, or be but ſo good as 


. 


16, 17. 


his Word with them. 


The like Promiſe he makes in the 


Text, Honour the Lord with thy Sub- 


lance, and with the Firſt-fruits 7 al 


thine Increaſe; ſo ſhall thy Barns be fil- 


led with Plenty, and thy Preſſes burs? 


out with new Vine, 


And therefore the Religious Fews 
did clearly believe, it ſhould be even 
ſo as He had ſaid. They called Tithes 


the hedge of Riches; but they more 


Hooker, 
Ecel. Pol, 
448. 


than Hedges, for they did not on- 
ly Fence and Preſerve what was con- 
tzined within, but did procure the In- 
creaſe of the heap out of which they were 
taken. From whence might ariſe that 
Proverb among them, Decima, ut Di- 
ves figs; pay Tithes and grow Rich. 


Hence the wiſe Son of Syrac, almoſt 
in Solomon's Words, Eccleſ. 33. 8 95 


TS 11. 


Give 
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8 Give the Lord his Ps with a good Verſe 8. 
Eye, and diminiſh not the Firſt Fruits. 
of thine Hands. 


Tn all thy Gifts ſhew a chemi Coun- Ver 9. 


; tenance, and dedicate thy 7ithes with 0 
led. 3 


Give unto the moſt High, 3 8 
as He hath enriched tbee; and as thou 
haſt gotten, give with a chearful Eye. 


For the Lind recompenceth, and will Verſe 11. 
give thee ſeven times as much. ” F 


Krogh: which places, nothing 8 
more evident, than the great Benefit 
and Advantage is to be had by the re- 
gular paying our Tithes ; inſomuch 
that it is to be. eſteemed — 55 a Pri- 
vilege to be admitted to do ſo, than 

to be exempted from it. God Him: 
ſelf invites all Men to it, that thereby 
He may manifeſt his Bleſſing Waden. 
them, by increaſing their Store to a 
great abundance. And that they may 
be the more ſenſible of it, He bids 
them prove Him herein, and fee how 
remarkably He will ſhower down his 
N „„ 
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hleſſings upon them. How He will 


be their Defence and Protection, and 


give them divine Privileges for doing 


their Duty: And make them the de- 


light of other People, for their Obe- 


dience to Eim. 


'Tis God that adviſes them not to be 
diſtruſtful of bis kindneſs, nor to ſhew 
a grudging Mind, or any unwillingneſs 
or covetonſneſs, when they make their 
grateful Acknowledgments unto Him, 
for what they have received from Him : 
But to be cheerful and free, when 


they pay Him what He requires as His 
due; yea, when He invites them to 


the payment of it for their own ſake 
too, that thereby they may reap the 
more abundant Increaſe, and be lecure 
on His Blejfs ing and Favour. 


Hence it was an Obſervation of St. 
Auguſtine, That our Fathers abounded 


in all Plenty becauſe they gave Tithes. 


They did put their truſt in His Provi- 
dence, and He proſpered them ac- 
cordingly. According to Aa Faith be 
aid unto them. 


we”. Tithe Stealing. 


And ſtill He will not fail to make 


good his Promile to us on the ſame 


Account. And by a ſeaſible multi- 
plying of our Store, He will bring us 


to put greater confidence in his Mer- 


cy and Goodneſs, till our Faith ſhall 
lead us to depend upon Him for Eter- 
nal Bleſſings, as well as for Temporal 


ones, And we ſhall be not only cal- 
led Bleſſed, for our Proſperity here, 


and the proſpect he will give us of 

our Future Happineſs, for honouring 
' Him with our Subſtance : But we ſhall 
be really Bleſſed at the laſt, when our 


Faith and Hope ſhall be ſwallowed vp 
in Fruition. 


? If then we do really put our truſt 


in God; if we hope for His Bleſſing 
and Favours; if we expect to Thrive 
ind Proſper in the World ; if we va- 


lue the welfare of our Church, and 


the continuance of God's Worlhip 
among us: Yea, I will add what is 
much concerned herein; if we ſeek 
the Peace of a good Conſcience here, 
and the happineſs of our Immortal 


Souls hereafter, we muſt not be want- 


ng in this duty of honouring the Lord 
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with our Subſtance, and with the Firſt- 


fruits of all our Increaſe, which we 


have all the aſſurance from God's 
Word does very highly contribute to- 
wards thoſe great and glorious Ends; 
and which will ſecure us from the 


dreadful Curſe, attending the Violati- 
on of 1 . 


4. This wings me briefly to conſider 
the Malediction or Curſe, which does 
attend the Non-performance of this 
Duty, or the Violation of it, in 
the impious, odious, and dainna- 
ble Sin of Tithe-Stealing, which 
as the 4th. Particular. | 


Whatever is Dedicated, Conſecra- 
ted, or {et apart for God's Worſhip 
and Service, as Tithes and Offerings are 
in a peculiar manner, cannot be en- 
eroached upon, ſubſtracted, or de- 


ſecrated, if you will; without incur- 
ing the guilt of Sacrilege, and the 


Curſe of God. This does run counter 


to the Bleſſings, and Advantages of 


the regular paying of them. 


The one brings ae, to God, arid 
eres a maths * the well. mean- 


ing 
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ing Chriſtian 3 the other does diſho- 
nour Him, is a kind of denying of 
Him, and procures a Curſe upon the 


Eypocrite, who pretends to Worſhip 
Him; but does really defraud and rob 
Him of that Worſhip which is due 


unto Him. 


This is no ball Robbery, but by 
all Caſuiſts is accounted the exceſs of 
Thievery, and in an high degree Dam- 
nable; becauſe it is a ſtealing from God, 
that Portion which by the Law of 
God and Man, is alloted for the Main- 
tenance of the Miniſtry, and the ſup- 
port of Religion, aud therefore muſt 


Ey no means be: kept back, nor any tricks 


2 — 


or ſhifts uſed to avoid the payment, ei- H.Duty of 
. ther in whole or in part. And for the Man. 


truth of this, we have the Teſtimony 
of God's Mord, Mal. 3. 8. where the 


Prophet ſuppoſes a Man muſt come to 


a daring height of Impiety, before He 


be guilty. of it? When he asks this 


Queſtion, will a Man rob. God? But 
then he taxes ſome covetous Jews with 


it, yet ye have robed me. But, they 


as unconcerned, and ignorant of the 
Matter, reply, ' wherein have we robe 


ns To which He anſwers, in Trithes 


E 4 and 
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and Offerings. And therefore He 
adds, 2. 9. Ie are curſed with a Curſe, 
for ye have robed me, even this whole 
Nation. So univerſal was their Tranſ- 
greſſion, that they were all guilty, 
and therefore all lay under the Curſe. 
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Here it is moſt plain (ſays the 
aer ware Author of the whole Du- 
ty of Man) that in God's account, 
4 the with-holding Tithes, is a robing 
% of Him; and a Curſe is all that is 
“ gotten by it. Then He adds, what 
damage or puniſhment attends this 
Curſe, how much Men are looſers by 
it. Common experience ſhows us, 
** that God's Vengeance doth in a re- 
** markable manner purſue this Sin of 
* Sacrilege; whether it be that of 
% with-holding Tithes, or the other of 
** ſtezing on theſe Poſſeſſions, which 
“have been voluntarily conſecrated 
„to God. Men think to enrich 
„ themſelves by it, but it uſually 
proves directly contrary. This un- 
lawful gain becomes ſuch a Canker 
jn the Eſtate, as often eats out even 
that which they bad a juſt Title to. 
And therefore he concludes with this 
Admonition; if ye love © (ſays He) 
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<1 will not ſay your Soule, but your 
«© Eſtates; preſerve them from that 
danger, by a ſtrict care, never to 
% meddle with any Thing {et apart 
for the Lord. 


"@ 


* And for the proof of this (days Dr. Good- 


another Learned Author, to the ſame 
effect) we need no more than to ob- 
ſerve, the common Succeſs of ſuch 
« Men as purloyn from the Church : 


man's old 


Rel. | 


* They are generally a querulous, 


4 unealy, Jean, hangery, and un- 
„ thirſty fort of People; God Almigh- 
„ty blowing upon, and blaſting their 
* other Labours, for the ſake of this 


& accurſed Thing in their Tents: Or, 


“ if any of them thrive for the pre- 
< ſent, yet, one time or other, a coal 
from the Altar will rake hold of, 
and fire their Neſts. 


C 


5 


% Commonly they are Men (ſays Fe. Pol. 
the Jadicious Mr. Hooker, ſpeaking * ” 


of thoſe that with skill devour the 
Church, while they ſeem to befriend 
Her: Or, of others, who think to re- 
pair their decayed Eſtates by the 


1 of it) © commonly they are 


Men born under that Conſtellation, 


8 which 


- 
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„ which maketh them I know noc 


* how, as unapt to enrich themſelves, 


<* as they are ready to impoveriſh o- 


Athers. It is their lot to ſuſtain du- 


** ring Life, both the miſery of Beg- 
2 gars, and the infamy of Robers. 


5 But tho no other plague or re- 
f* lations of Holy Things, the natural 


© very turpitude of ſuch Actions, in 
„the Eye of a wile underſtanding 
Heart, is it ſelt an heavy puniſh- 
2 Penk. 


It is another part of this Curſe, that 
the guilty Perſons are ſo far deluded 
by the grand Enemy of Religion, that 


they are nat ſenſible of their Errors, 


or elſe they would never be deliberate- 
ly guilty of it; for will a Man rob 
God, that regards his Omniſciency 2 


Will he ſteal. from Him, who will be. 


his Judge, and has an Ounipotent 


Arm to puniſh Him? None in his 


4 right wits would do ſo, if he conſi- 


ders of it; nor the moſt profligate, 


_ has little or no ſenſe of Religi- 
on, if he conſiders that he ſhall. be 
55 | no 


— 


venge ſhould follow ſacrilegious Vio- 


ſecret 3 and ignominy, the 


4 
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no gainer by it; but rather be the 
worſe, and in the more waſting, lan- 
guiſhing - Condition; as thoſe great 
Authorites above- mentioned, and ex- 
perience do abundantly teſtify. | 


Even the great and wealthy are 
purſued by this Curſe, as well as the 
meaner ſort of Church robers, and 
Tithe-Stealers. A notorious Inſtance 
of which, we have in King Henry 
VIII. and the ill fate of thoſe that 
aſſiſted Him in his ſacrilegious Invaſi- 
ons of the Churches Right and Patri- 


mony. He bimſelf became much the 8. Hen. 


to it in Parliament, for ad vantagious 
ends that were propoſed and agreed 
upon, were in a worſe Condition 
than before; and none of thoſe. Pro- 
jects took effect. | . 


All that incredible Maſs of Wealth 
which came into his Coffers, by the 
Alienations of Church Lands ; by make- 
ing Tithes impropriate, and the robing 
of ſome Thouſands of Churches of 
their Treaſure, in a ſhort Time was 


anaccountably ſquandred away, and 


con- 


poorer for it; and the whole Kingdom, 2 


tho unwillingly brought to along tage + 
C 5 
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Crown 


. 


conſumed and came to nothing; and 


not one promiſe to his People was 

made- good for the publick Benefit. 
2 to which, the People were bur- 
thened with more Taxes, Subſidics, and 


Loans, than ever in or Times. 


And though thereby a prodigious 


addition was made to the Riches of 


the Crown, yet, with the conſumption 
of this foregone Wealth, the antient 

and were alſo carried away z 
which, from being formerly enough 


for the ſupport of the Dignity of 

it, were reduced lower than ſome 
5 e Eſtates, and ſince chat 
time, to a ſmall Matter. 


7 Then for the ſad and fatal Ends 
of thoſe that were concerned in it. 
1. Clement 7th. gave leave for it; 
and he became very -unfortungte af- 


« 
CC 
CC 
C6 


twice taken and ſacked in his Reign; 


ee 


4 150 a miſerable Death. 


« 2. Cardinal Woolſey, who obtain- 


s ed leave to demoliſh forty Religi- 


eus 


terwards; the City of Rome was 


he himſelf was made Priſoner, and 
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6 ous Houſes, incurred a Premunire, 
% forfeited his Honour, and Eſtate, 


and Life, and twas thought pay 
* ſoned Himſelf.” 


* And 3. thoſe five Men that were 
phos by him in the Sacrzlege, 
** were thus diſpoſed of; two of 
them quarrelled, one was killed, i 
and the other hanged : Onedrow- = | 
* ned himſelf; the fourth though ail 
% Rich, came to beggary; and the. 
. fifth was miſerably ſtab d to Death. 


A {ad Cataſtrophe of ſo many ſa- 
crilegious Perſons. Three of a bich 
were of the greateſt note, and yet 
ſuffered far their Guilt, as the leſſer; 
by very remarkable Judgments, ſuffi- 
cient to terrifie others, from puting 
their Hands towards the pulling 
down, or lefſening the Churches Pa- 
trimony. | 


cc 


To theſe Inſtances, I ſhall only 
add the obſervation of St. Auguſtine, 
who was Biſhop of Hippon in Africa; 
For the Time will fail me to ſpeak. ſo 
largely on this Subject, as I may have 
Occaſion for, at another Time. 1 

| That 


Hippon, 
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EI of the . © © That Prone Biſhop, had often ad: 

— * moniſhed his People of their neg- 

ro Tithe, lect of paying their Tithes, and laid 

* &., particular ſtreſs upon it, as a main 

cauſe of the Miſeries that bad over- 

taken them; eſpecially of their Po- 
verty, occaſioned by the heavy Tax- 
es, which were extorted from them, 
to carry on that War in which they 
were engaged. And he obſerves to 
_ that God by this, was exact- 

ing double from them, for thoſe 
Tithes which they had i neglected to 
pay to Him. 5 


K 6B * 3 „ 


3 And concludes by aging, We HAY 
mon, 219. not ſhare with God in giving Him the 
Tenth; and now behold the whole is ta- 
len Fa. 6.— If thou giveſt not the 
Tenth, thou wilt give that to an impi- 
ou Soldier, which thou wouldſt not give 
to God and bis Prieſt. The Exchequer 
has ſwallowed that, which we refoſed to 
give to rp 


This was their Caſe then, and 1 
pray God it may never be ours; that 
for not being careful to pay a Texth 

of , * where it is due, we be not by 
degrees 


# 
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degrees brought to that paſs, as not 
to have a Tenth of what we had left 
us. God will not always have Pa- 
tience with us, though his long ſuffer- 

ing Goodneſs, tries if we will repent, 
for coming ſhort in that part of his 
Worſhip, which the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees came up to, beyond us. 


It is certainly the ſafeſt way to 
keep entirely off from a Tranſgreſli- 
on, ſo dangerous and deſtruftive, 
and not to rob God of his Honour; ei- 
ther deſignedly, by ſhuffling Tricks; 
or indirectly, by ſecret Evaſions, and 
Joyning with others that do ſo; or, 
upon any Account whatſoever : For, 
He i a Jealous God, and will not ſuf- 
fer the Enemies of his due, to prevail 
over him, though He bears long with 
. | 


Such covetous People God abborreth, 
Pſalm 10. 3. And in the fight of Men, 
ſurely He that robs God in the Field, is 

a greater Criminal, than he that robs 
Man upon the Highway; though for 
Politick Ends, the latter ſometimes 
ſuffers greater Puniſhments; as he 
that violates the commandments of the 
fecond 


Oo Ten 


ſecond Table, is more ſeverely puniſh- 
ed, than he that breaks the firſt; tho 
no Body doubts, but Offences againſt 


God, ate greater than thoſe againſt our 
Neighbour | 


In like manner, Tithe. Stealers ſhould 


be more odiovs, as they are more 


ſcandalous and wicked than Sheep- 


ſealers : Of which latter, are com- 
monly none but the baſer ſort, of the 


leaſt Reputation, and the loweſt 


Character: But the former, though of 
a worſe denomination, may for a 
while carry their Heads a little high- 
er, and impudently out- brave the 
Crime, as the moſt deſperate Sinners 
are wont to do, becauſe of their 
ſuperlative Wickedneſs, being not a- 
ble, or aſhamed to make fatisfacti- 


on for the Injuries they do, and 
therefore do endeavour to {tifle 


their Conſciences, leſt the Terrors 
of them ſhould run them into deſpe- 
| ration. 


= * 


Yet, the Time may come, when 


God will take the Matter of com- 


plaint into his own Hands; when 
* right of his Church is ſo nearly 
con- 
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concerned; and viſit ſuch a Nation, 
[ ſuch a Town, ſuch a Pariſh ] as 
this, and then ſhall we not be able to 
withſtand his Indgments, when we 


cannot juſtify our ſelves on this Ac- 
Gm” 


| The Author of the practice of Pie- edition 14 
ty, has already noted us out, for 1623 p. 
having been ſeveral Times the mark ; nw 
of his Judgment; for the Profanation 1558. aud 


of his Sabbath, and for the Contempt 1612. 
of his Service. 


-And ſhall we not fear his Judge- | 
ment for our Sacrilege, in with- 
holding or ſubtracting his reſerved 
Portion, and thereby denying the 
Hononr that is due wnto Him; eſpe- 
cially ſince we enter into confedera- 
cies and combinations to do ſo. Sure- 
ly he has reſerved the Tenth part of 
our Jncreaſe to himſelf, as well as 
" KK the Seventh part of our: Time. And 

He may ſeverely ſcourge us for our 
| defrauding, or w Him of either. 


If He does not, we ſhall eſcape 
better than our Fore-fathers, though 
F „ 
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we are not better than they; but we 
muſt ſpeedily repent, and make Re- 
ſtitufion and Satisfation for the Inju- 
rie; we! have hereby done to God 
aud Man, leaſt 4 worſe Thing befal 
xs. For, ſhould we perſiſt in our 
Sacrilegious Wickedneſs, and not take 
TERS warning by other Example, we ſhall 
* eſcape from bringing Confuſion 
and. Deſtruction Wesen r ſelves and 
3 ele i wot 2 oY 
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1 will not fay of duch ere of 
Iniquity, let them ſteal on, and let 
their Theft be their greateſt Puni(h- 
Rs let them be left to the laſh 

f_their,own guilty ; Conſciences. A 


greater evil 1 6: fare 1 cannot t wiſh 
chem. C * N 8 1 4 on . | 


* 1 RY mich pather, Mode 

- vour to prevent their Sin, that they 
may. eſcape the dreadful Puniſhment 
due. to it. I would . endeavour to 
keep them from tranſgreſſing after 
ſoch an beineus Manner, and pray 
get againſt their Wickedneſs, and that 
God may be Merciful unto them; tho 
the Pſalmiſt * no encouragement 
3827 | to 
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i to do ſo, for them that offend" of Eſet 59* 5. 
malicious W ichedmeſs, But our Savi- 

our does, and 1 beſeech God to 

bring them to Repentance, to à ſenſe 

of their Sin, and to wake a Reſtf- 

tution for it: That they, may, be 

' forgiven, before th Meaſure: of their 
Iniquities be full, when there will be 

no place for Roll,” nor a 84 
e e e 


E ! 13 Os 715 


I come in he 1 Place, to ua 
52 fem Obſervations upon the whole 
and Jo conclude. Yi 85 
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1. Then, ſince it is vety evident, 
that the bonouring of the Lord with 
our Subſtance, and with the 1 Train 
of all our Tncreaſe. 


Or, the gividg 10 E the e Tenth if 
Al, is an indiſpenſable Moral Dith; 
a . part of Ged's Warſpip, and in all 
ges and Catittics, concluded to 
5 $ Divine Right. It will be ich 
pious to come ſhort of this Payment. 
It will argue a Contempt of God, and 
2 neglect of his Worſhip and Service 
to go. 0 and make the giliy Per- 
. F 2 ſon# 
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ſons liable to a Curſe, which we have 


ſeen, . is attended with a long train 


of Miſeries and Misfortunes : Attend- 


ed with Poverty, and want of God's 


Zleſſũing and Protection. © th: 


Ir will provoke God to with- 


draw from them, and to let them 


looſe to the fury of evil Spirits, to 


act greater Miſchief, like them- 


ſelves. As it was the caſe of Cain, 


Gen. 4. who was the firſts Man that 


did not Worſhip God aright ; with 


the true Offering of his Firſt- fruits, 
or, with the Tenth part of bis In- 


creaſe: So he became the firſs Mur- 


oh therer, and had the impudence to 


out-brave God with a Lie, and a 
ſurly Anſwer, by denying it after- 
wards; for which Reaſon he had for- 


ever the mark of 4 Villain upon 


bim. 


It alſo from hence follows, that 
ſince Tithes are an indiſpenſable Right 
f God's own Inſtitution, and not a- 
boliſhed by Him; there can be no 
Law or. Cuſtom to the payment of 
leſs than the Tenth, but muſt be Sa- 
LN ns = crilegious, 
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crilegious, and will enſnare Men to 


devour that which is Holy, and will Prov. 20. 


2 them within the danger of com- 23. 
ing ſhort of their Duty, as Cain 

did; and deceive them with the 
thoughts of needing no Repentance, 

for that guilt which they are in- 

volved in; by the continuance of 

- unjuſt a Law, and ſo vile a Cu- 
Ds 


But what Power on Earth, can fru- 
ſtrate God's firſt Deſignation of a 
Tenth, and without His own conſent, 
take away from Him, what He has re- 
| ſerved wholly to Himſelf > 


This, fome Sacvilegious Popes, out 


£ of a pretence of the plenitude of their 


Power, have preſumed to do; but 
'tis what Pious Antiquity never ap- 
proved of; And it deſerves the ſe- 
rious Conſideration of every one, 
who has a tender regard to the Wel- 
fare of his Soul, te” his Eſtate 
Dy leſt either be attended 258 2 
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| It! is to be obterved⸗ dt the re- 
der! of. God's due... are the Prieſts of 
= 0 Gel, 45. heretofore. they were 
6 ie 4 the Ter, Who receiv- 
ed them, 


7 2 45 amis 0 


zujt 18 e to the, Figl, to 


” which, eue the. Law, our Sa iour 
Bath an unc hangeable Right; Aich. . 


24. He is conſecrated for evermore, 


v, the laſt, Conſecrated to all the Offi- 
ces of the Prieſthood, among. which, 
che recerving 1 15, One Oil's. apd 


co-equal with 3 at, 


For ever f M es e bog | 


there was the payment of Jithe, for 


Eſupport of them, and of. God's Mor- 


ſhip 5 Which Will“ in A great, meaſure 


fill, when that d docs.” 


en they have. only the uſe 
of 1 them; the "Right and Property, or 
Fee "conlechzred, hing 10 remains 


"rhets ore 0 e nnot 

cel Fs inte Aber Elias, by 
% Offence of the Prieſt ; nor alienated 
Res ag; Men, , wigheut robbing of God, 
: Hence 


me 
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Hence — obſerves, That 
the People were commanded to "bring 
their Offerings firſt to the Terpple! The 
the Prieſt might not be npbraided, or D.. 26.2, 
bluſh to take theis Proviſion thinte, 353: 4: 
not coming from the” conrteſie of” "Mei, 


but 2 the Bann of the Lin q C 
all. 2 WE 
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Hence, then it follows, ha 27 
men ds ſuch, and Inpropriators|. "are 


- 4 rack 


not the proper receivers of Tither\#jA © x F 
OHerixzt, having no more cdmmiſſi- | 
on ſo to do from God, than th 
have to exerciſe any other Office of = 
| Prieſthood, OT 


And 1 think, whitewir others do, 
Garbe nerality of the' Clergy ; have 
nothing more to Anſwer fore than 
for their great neglect in this Mirret, 
and thereby ſuffering too great en. 
ctoachments _ the Chubch of God, 
through the rapaclom Foal 900. 
of thoſe e to it, who hate 
too little ene of Honeſty and Re⸗ 
Egon iber! 
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9 „„ 3. Since 


2 


| Nom. 13. 
14 


; Mat. 22. 
21. 


. Since the honouring God with his 
part of our Subſtance, does of Right 
indiſpenſably belong unto Him, and 


cannot be alienated, or abrogated 


without His conſent; which we do 
not find He has any where done. It 


is therefore every one's Duty to de- 


fend this Right, at leaſt not to con- 
tribute to the defrauding God of it. 
It is the Magiſtrate's Duty more eſpe- 
cially, who is inveſted with bis 
Authority, as being the Miniſter of 
God: To ſee that the Things of God, 
be rendered unto God, as well as 
he Things that are Cæſars, wnto 


Cæſar. 


And as long as we have the Pro- 
tection of the Laws, the Honour of 


God, and the Reputation of Religi- 


on, muſt find a reſpect from them; 
which they will not have, if they 
ſhall ſuffer his Right to be with-held, 
09s 106k Worſhip of His to be de- 
„ 7 3 | 


Theſe Practices are inconſiſtent with 


Religious Performances. And what- 


ever 


J 
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ever Men's pretences are, if they © | 
are abettors of ſuch ungodly Deeds, 1 
they may laß what claim they will 18 
to Religion, but by wiſe and un- 1 
derſtanding Men, they will never 7 
be thought to have a true Senſe of 
it. - 


14 
0 
1 
1 
j 

{ 

i 

{ 

| 


E 


„ OR 
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But we need not go far for an in- 
ſtance of thoſe, that have born that 
Character, who have contributed, 
and ſubſcribed thereto, and have put 
their Sacrilegious Hands to defraud 
the Church of God's Portion; which 
neither a well. meaning Jew, nor an 
honeſt Chriſtian, nor a moral Heathen, 


would be guilty of. 


Nothing can plead an excuſe for fo 
monſtrous a Fact, but downright Ig- 
norance, Impoſition, or Atheiſm ; nei- 
ther of which, are a very com- 
mendable Excuſe; eſpecially the Laſt, 
which generally is the moſt predo- 
minant in ſuch a Caſe. A ſpice of 
'. Which, is in every Sin, Men volun- 
tarily commit, but here tis the pre- 
vailing Ingredient. wo 


Thus 


HT 2 FNC] -- 1 12732 

Thus, inſfead of — Friends 
hip, Men make Leagues in Sin, and 
are never more cloſely united, than 
when for fear of ſhame and 
diſcovery, they cannot hs ſepara⸗ 


ted. . 


This. is to 3 ncerely repented of; 

48 Alſo; he not ſeeking. to bring thoſe 

Heads of td — whom we haue led 
nes inte Sin; and the not weighing 'the 
. an. kewfelutſs of our c we ven 
5 tert upon tber. . Yo d M ahi 
nes ll „el Winds e R wiiofon 
rod It is ebe obſer ved, that in aha 

Primitive Times, there were no Tex 
poral Laws made to puniſh the Omi- 
uon, or neglect of this Duty, be- 
canſe there Was no ocèaſion for it. 
Pęoples Devotiong then were free 
. They 
generally exceeded, by Hering more; 
unto God than He commanded, 
becauſe; they wohld be ſure never 
e eee of what they 15 

iOffer z. or, be ſo niggardly; as 

was ely to offer a Tenth, when they: 
3 his Bleſſing, and a more 


me _ abun- 


* DDr 
, 
| | 5 
j : 
* 
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But in | after Ages, upon 50 des 
cay of Chriſtian Piety and Devotion, 
and the neglect of this Duty, 
Laws were, made to enforce it upon 
the, ſevereſt Penalties. Theſe Laws 
_ are ſtill in force, as well as the\ Laws 

of God, Which are ee out of 
date. . e 


""Nocwithſiagdiog the Sanffiens: af 
theſe, there are not wanting Men, 
who with all the Artifice and Cun- 
ning imaginable, endeavour to elude 
the force of theſe Laws of God and 
Man, and do what they can to per- 


vert Juſtice and Judgment, by bribe- 
ry and Corruption, and falſe Wit-⸗ 


eſs, and other unwarrantable Means; 
1 they may the more plauſibly carry 
on their fraud, and Satrhepen Op 
preſſion.” 


But in the mean n what is 
become of the ſenſe of Honeſty and 
Religion? Of the Honour due to 
| ks D Of Reverence to his 9 ; 


qbundant Increaſe of | 1 t xe 


TT he Impiay 


ww), 


: f oy to one another? And 


the hopes of Truth and Peace, 


and the Teſtimony of a goo Con- 


— 2 


Why none of theſe can have any 
regard with thoſe Men, or be found 
among them, Yea, 'notwithſtand- 
ing all the Ad vantages of Education, 


of the Goſpel, of the Creed, and the 


Commandments, and the Do@rine of 
the Sacraments ʒ Profaneneſs and Im- 
worality take place in their Practice, 
and ſeek to bafile the Precepts of Re⸗ 


G. and put good Manners ont of | 
atenance. 


5. and Laſtly, 1 ſhall er with 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 9. 11. If we in 
the Name of God, ſow unto you Spi- 
ritual Things, 7s it 4 great Thing, if 7 

we ſhall, in the ſame Name, reap 
— Cor Worldly ) Things 2 Or, 
rather {uch Things as are not your 
own, but what are God's due, and 
Dedicated to an Holy Ute. 


Tis not we that Miniſter in our 
own Name, but in the Name of 


the 


= Tithe Stealing. 7 
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the great God and Father of a A, 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is 


and of his Sor 
God Bleſſed for ever. Who has ap- 
pointed us to watch for your Souls : 
Who has regularly ſent us to preach 
the glad Tidings of Salvation to all 
People: To Adminiſter the Holy Sa- 
craments of the New Teſtament. To 


be his Ambaſſadors, and Reſidentia- 


ries here on Earth: To go in and 

out before bis People, and to feed 
them with the Bread of Life. To 
whom he has giver bis Portion, 
but, as Dſufrudtuaries and Stewards 

2 be accountable unto Him for the 
ame. 


Certainly, He never intended ſuch, 


as are dignified with thoſe high 


Characters, ſhould be brought down 
to the ſame level with the com- 
mon People, and to live on their 
Eleemoſynary ſtipends : Whatever ſome 
Mens Thoughts, and other leſs, con- 
ſiderate Mens Speeches are, about 
this Matter; who have no good 
Mill to our Sion, and ſeem to have 
but little Reverence to God and 
his Church, and but a mean Opini- 
on 


he Tm 750 


them to Fee of i it. 


— 


on F another World, or elſe they 


would never ſo much deſpiſe, or 


neglect the means that ſhould bring 


| 4 
* 


2 Conclude, 


ES; +3 4% $3 k 3 


4 Let not Atheiſm, a Pro ene, 


43 not Hereſie and Schiſm ; riſes 


and Sedition ; Bribery and Corrupti- 


_ on; Perjury and falſe Witneſs, of 


any Combinations of wicked Men, 


hope to prevail againſt God's Church; 
to exterminate. His Worſhip; z to: rob 


Him of its Revenue, or even to 
diſcourage his Servants from ſtand- 
ing up in its Vindication. Con- 
fidering how in due Time, the 


mighty "Gol will ariſe in his owri 


Strength, to puniſh the Evil doings 


L iÞ his "Enerhies 3, and to e 


the Courage „the Piety, and Zeal 


of ſuch, 48 will reſolutely | ſtick to 
| Honeſty and Truth, and the Main- 


tenance of His Divine e and 
der vice. | | 


n 


2 


L And Gol Bae "ate none way 
bei in his Wicked neſs, or Er- 


rorsʒ 
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rors; but that every one may return 
unto Him by an hearty Repentance, 


and not refuſe to make SatisfaFion 


for the Injuries he has done in times 


paſt; and by a careful Amendment 


for the future, obtain Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs, of the God of Mercy. 


Now to God the Father, &c. be 
Honour, Amen. 
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THE 


APPENDIX 


TO THE 


Impiety of Tithe & tealing. 


B: way of an Appendix, I think fit 


to give the Reader an Account of 
the Occaſion of my firſt Preaching, 
October 13. 1706. and now Publiſhing the 
foregommg Diſcourſe. It was in Michaelmas- 
Term, in the Third Tear of this Queen, that 
I was * in Defence of the Chirch's 
Right to Tzihes of Mills, which they poſi- 
tively deny'd to Pay, to Commence a Suit 
in the Court of Exchequer againſt the Te- 


aants* of the Corporation of Tiverton, tor & Rene. 
the Tithes of a new erected Malt-Mill (a- Chamber- 
bout Six Years before) within my Rectory; line and 


and having made a Compoſition for the 
Tithes of the fame with the Principal Le- 


nant, and ſhortly after that the only Te- 


hant of the Mill, and that at the Mayor's 
Houſe, and before him too. Notwithſtand- 
ing fach Compoſition, when it came to be 
Paid, he Difowned it, and afterwards re- 
ſolwing to make a Suit of it, he denied it 

on Oath in Anſwer to my Bill of Com- 
Plaint, and ſeveral | pas vn 
1 e 


Francs 


Plyn:pton. 
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he knew to be true, and I Charge it home 
upon him that he did actually know them 


to be true, and which were notoriouſly 


. known there to be {o by many other People. 


But I have a great Reaſon to believe that 
he broke through that Oath, through the 
Inſtigation and Management of a Cunning 
* Neighbour, and no Friend to the Church, 


now gone to his proper place; that he might 


at the Charge of the Corporation, who al- 
moſt unanimouſſy were tricked into an A- 


greement with the Defeudant to maintain 


2 Suit at Law with me, and be a gainer b 


1 S:rjeant 
Tratt. 


it, at leaſt no looſer, tho the Tryal ſhould 
goe againſt Him, as he had the Confidence 
to own to me himſelf. To whom the want 


of Reputation is made up with the want 


of Shame. 


9 
Fi 


But they reſolving not to be ſatisfied 
moved for another Hearing, on pretence 
that one of their chief Councel t could not 
attend, and deſired to be heard in that 
Cauſe at another./Time, tho' he knew no- 
thing of that Motion, and took it as an 
Affront, as really it was, that his Name 
ſhould be mentioned on that Account, 
without his Knowledge. But my Lord 
Chief Baron, out of Reſpect to that Emi- 

1 ; 7 . nent 
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nent Lawyer, ſuppoſing he had fe omething 


Extraordinary to ſay in that Cauſe, admit- 
ted of another Hearing, ſuppoſing it his 
deſire, as twas Suggeſted; then he told 
them, he muſt not now Appear as reſent- 
ing their Affront, neither did he; So the 
Cauſe came on again and was finally Heard 
and Decreed, April, 22d. 1706. The 


whole Court upon Solemn Argument, be- 
ing unanimouſly of Opinion, that Tithes 


were due for this new Erected Mill, and 
that ſuch Tithes was the Tenth Toll-Diſh, 
and Decreed the Defendants to accompt 
with the Complainant accordingly,” and to 
give him full Coſt. N F 
But my Adverſaries taking the Diſad- 
vantagious Time to the Church's Intereſt, 
were reſolved not to Acquieſce in that De- 
termination according to the Law, but to 
be as Oppreſſive as they were Unjuſt. 
And having a publick Combination to 
defray their own Charges, they put me to 
as much Expence as they could, conclud- 
ing a ſingle Perſon would not be able to 
withſtand a Multitude. I think, ſays one 
of them, Ve ſhall find Money enough to go 
to Law with the Parſon! I will bend 500 l. 
fays another rather then be bafied in this 
thing! And tis much, ſays a Third, If Ter 
of us cant raiſe 200 l. to try the Matter be- 
n ert * | 
This was Baſe and e Wee 
regaid to Juſtice or Chriſtianity! And yet 
DE Gage | becauſe they come to Church, 
e „ will 


n 
ys "ol 
E. ! 
1 $ 
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will account themſelves Church-men! Well, 
they were reſolved to make a down right 
Sacheverets Cauſe of it. And as the Do- 
org Adver ſaries afterwards, equally againſt 
Law, at leaſt having no Law to juſtifie 
them, made their Appeal to the Houſe of 
Peers, ſo did mine. And to favor the Party, 
they had many Whig Solicitors, Members of 
the then Hiwſs of Commons; But bleſſed be 
the good Providence of God towards the 
Church an: State, are all out of This, who 
where mdefatigably Bufy and Tricking be- 
fore they got that Decree Reverſed and re- 
turned back again to the Court of Exche- 
quer, with this alteration, that inſtead of the 
Tenth Toll-Diſh, as a Pꝛedial Tithe, which 
the Barons Decreed, who may be preſumed 
beſt to underſtand the Law: in that behalf, 
having met with no alteration 1ince the 
Statute Artic. Cleri. Bam. 3. C. 5. They 
ſhould give the Tenth of the clear Profits as a 
Per ſonal Tithe, all incident Charges deducted. 

This Petermination the Barons cannot re- 
concile with the Laws of the Land, for it 
is their Opinions, 1. That Tithes are Due, 
* both by the Canon anll Statute Lam for 
* new erected Mills: Tithes are by the Canon 
„Due for all Mills, and by the Statute of 
Articuli Clert, C. 5. for new erected Mills; 
* which expreſly-provides that no Prohibi- 
** tion ſhall he in ſuch Caſe. 24/x; That 
* there have from time to time been ſeve- 
ral Reſolutions and Decrees for Tithe of 

* Mills. +345, It is a Prechial Tithe and tlie 
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«© Tenth Toll-Dih payable for the ſame; 
And ſo is both the Canon and Cuſtom and 
« Uſage in this Kingdom. 4zhly, That the 
< reſt of the Mills within the Compluinant's 
* Redories or Portions, have all along paid 
* and {till do pay Tithe; Or a Compoſition 
for the ſame: And every Mos for a 
„Mill, proves Tithes to be Due, if they 
“ were not diſcharged by that Modus. 
And my | Lord Chief Baron's Opinion is 
ſo very clear and expreſs, that I preſume 
nothing can be rationally objected againſt 
it, vis. © As to New Mills the Statute 
Articuli Cleri has determined this Point, 
for thereby the juriſdiction of the Eccle- 
6 ſiaſtical Court is Eſtablithed. And that 
Court proceeds according to the Canon, 
by which Tithes are payable tor Mills, 
<* and the Tithe is to be paid by the Canon, 
© as a Predial Tithe, without any Deducti- 
on of Expences, and the Proventus Mo- 
„ lendini is ſaid to be Decima Menſura. 
« And now by this Statute, the Common 
«© Law is not to be Impeached, nor any 
<« Prohibition to be granted. So that their 
Law prevailing in this Cafe is become the 
Lam of the Land, and Relief muſt be 
given in this Court upon that Foundation. 
However the Decree being altered above, 
it was returned back again into the Exche- 
quer, and ordered that the ſaid Court do 
cauſe the Account to be taken, and what 
ſhall be found due thereon paid accord- 


ingly. . 
me G 3 Upon 
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Upon this a new Commiſion was granted 
out of the Exchequer, to Examine Witneſ- 
ſes to the clear Value. | De 
Which my Adverſaries liked very well, 
having a Brigade of Witneſſes in the Coun- 
try who would depoſe any thing they 


ſhould be ſet upon. And the Truth is, 


there are ſuch Numbers of Affidavit Tra- 


ders in all parts of the Kingdom, that are 


the Nuſance of the Law, and the Inſuffe- 
rable grievance of the Land, that unleſs 
timely redreſſed will be the Ruin of moſt 
Eſtates, as they are the Oppreſſion of 
them already by carrying on the Devils 
Work againſt them. 
Upon the taking of Depojitions then on 


Iuterrogatories, concerning the clear Profits 


of the Mill, they almoſt unanimouſſy depo- 
ſed them not to be worth more than 10 /. 
per Annum, which ſome of them moſt cer- 
tainly knew to be worth above 1001. per 
Aunum, (And fo an Honeſt Man depoſed he 
was ready to give for them) And might 
ſafely depoſe they were worth 1 50 J. per 
Annum, De claro, all Incident Charges de- 
dufked. Others Depoſed, to the ſame Effect 
but knew nothing of the matter, but as 
they were Brib'd and Inſtructed. And be- 
cauſe I would not make this. {ſevere Re- 
flection, but upon very good Grounds, and 


the very Confeſſion of the Parties them- 


ſelves, I will here briefly give the Reader a 


Specimen of Two or Three Depoſitions in- 


ſtead of ſeveral others, in the very Words as 
. they 
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they ſtand upon Record, if he pleaſes to Ex- 
cuſe the mentioning ſuch Infamous Names. 
Thomas Marſhal of Tiverton, &c. To 
the 24. Interrogatory (concerning the 
Value) faith that he doth very well know 
the Mill-houſe and Out-houſes, and Malt- 
Mill or Engine in this Interrogatory men- 
i tioned, and faith that the fame was Ere- 
* &ed (as this Deponent verily believes) 
by the Corporation of Tiverton in the County 
* of Devon, about Six Years ſince, or up- 
« wards; And farther ſaith that the ſame . 
in this Deponents Judgment is of the 
“ Yearly Value of 15 J. or thereabouts, and 
* no more beyond all outgoings for the 
e fame. Of which Yearly Sum of 15 /. 
This Deponant reckors the Mill in the 
„ Yearly value of 10/7. and the ſaid Mill- 
* Houſe and Out-Houſes in the Yearly va- 
„ Ine of 5/. or thereabouts, and no more. 
This Marſhall lives in the Mill-Houſe, 
ſometimes looks after the Grinding there, 
and keeps an Account of it; and to his cer- 
tain knowledge, muſt know that there are 
ordinarily Grinded there Weekly about 500, 
600, or 700 Buſhels of Malt, and ſome- 
times more, at 2 d. a Buihel, which amoulits 
to 51. or 61. a Week, and the Charges of 
every thing being deducted, he cannot but 
know the clear Yearly Value to be more 
than 150. 
d illiam (lapp of Troerton, Loader, &c. 
< to the 3d. Interrogatory. This Lepo- 
nent faith. that h2 very well knows the 
aa G 4 Mill- 
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« Mill-Houſe and Qut-Houſes, and Malt- 
« Mill in this Interrogatory mentioned, 
ce and that the ſame were Erected by the 
6“ Corporation of Tiverton, about Six Years 
<« ſince, and that the ſaid Mill-Houſe and 
% Out-Houſes and Mill, are in this Depo- 
“ nents Judgment of the Yearly Value of 
64 12/. or thereabouts, and no more be- 
„ yond all ontgoings. Whereof this De- 
e poneut reckons the {aid Mill to be of the 
% Yearly Value of 101. or thereabouts, and 
© no more, beſides all outgoings, and the 
* ſaid Mill-Houſe and Out-Houſes to be of 


< the Yearly Value of 30 s. or thereahouts, 


& and. no more, beyond the outgoings. | 
Thus it ſtands in the Depoptions; And 
ſetting by his Ignorance or Blunder upon 
Oath, by making 101. and 30. to be 
12 J. per Annum. | TIS. 
I Note, that this is the conſtant Loader 


to the Mi, and he more perfectly knows 


than Marſhall, that they ordinarily Grind 
there 100. Buſhels a Day, one Day with 


another; Nay, both of theſe Deponents 


have ſaid that a 100 Buthels a Day is no 
Days Work with them, but ſometimes they 
Grind a great deal more, to their certain 
knowledge, even near to a 1000 Buthels a 
Week, as Mr. P:ynpton, one of the Defen- 
dants himſelf has confeſs'd. And then let 
any one judge at 2d. a Buſhel, what that 
mult one time with another amount unto in 
a Lear; ſurely he cannot reckon leſs than 
150 /. dle claro, if not much more. 

* 1, I NOL 128 . 
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_ Former of theſe Two Deponents ſeems 
to be ſo far hardened, that I don't hear he 
does Relent for his Wickedneſs, which the 


Later, 1 am inform'd does, and was like to 


be turned out of the Independant Meeting 
to which he belongs, as unfit tor any Chri- 
ſtiau Society ; and 1t is to be hoped that both 
of them will learn hereafter, bt to bear 
falſe Witneſs again their Neighbour. 

The moſt notorious of all, I mention 
laſt, for I will trouble the Reader with no 
more at preſent, is George Hukely, alias 
<« Seller, of Troerton in the County of Devon, 
C Cordwainer, Aged 52 Years, or there- 
« abouts. To the Second Interrogatory, 
« this Deponent faith, that he very well 
« knows the Mill-Houſe and Out-Houſes 
and Malt-Mills in this Interrogatory 
« mentioned, and ſaith that the ſame were 
Built about Six Years ſince by the Corpo- 
c ration of Tiverton, as this Deponent be- 
« heves, and faith that the fame Mill 
e Houſe, Out-Houſes and Mill, are in this 
« Deponent's Fudgment of the Yearly Value 


« of 10/, or thereabouts, and no more, 


beyond all outgoings; and that he would 
not give any more Yearly tor the ſame. 
« And more to this Interrogatory, thi 
M Deponent cannot materially depoſe. 


This 1s a Poor, Silly, Ignorant Fellow, Note. 


and knew nothing of the Matter, as both 
himſelf and Wife confeſſed to me, and de- 
fired I would not be Angry with Him, for 
Swearing as he did, he was very Sorry for 


it, 
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it, and God knows (ſays he) I knew nothing 
of it, but Mr. Ch--ne, meaning the Defen- 
dant, would make me Swear it; I am a Poor 
Man, and I could not help it, if you'll be- 
lieve me. And another thing I am infornid 
you were told, that I bad Seven Half-Crowns 
for Swearing. Sure Maſter, If you il believe 
me, I had but One Half-Crown in all, God 
tuows | | 

But to ſhew that this Silly Fellow 1s not 
quite ſo bad as he that ſet him on that 
Wicked Work; He thought to make ſome. 
Amends and Satisfaction for the Injury he 
had done me, in his own way, which the 
other does not endeavour to do, and ſaid, 
Bit, Maſter, if you pleaſe I will Swear for 
you at any time when you have Occaſion. I 
was Surprized at his Ignorance, and told 
him with ſome Indignation, that I would 
not have any one take a Falle Oath for me, 
if I might thereby gain the Worth of the 
whole Town. | 

But I believe I thall loſe this Voluntary, 
Univerſal Afidavit Maker, tor of late the 

| Defendant has tamper'd with Him, to 
deny upon Oath before the Mayor what 
he then Depoſed : Or to Unſware what he 
then Swore to (like a Bible-Clarle in 
zhe Univerſity who having through a Mi- 
ſtake Toll'd the Bell for Exerciſe, ſaid, he 
would go and Untol the Bell again.) But he 
would not conſent to it, neither would his 
Wife ſuffer him again to Perifh. his Conſci- 
ence, as ſhe told nis; Tho'. the Motive Is | 
ule 
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uſed to Corrupt him by, was, that then 
be would make the Parſon Spend an Hun- 
dred Pounds more. Methinks ſuch a one 
ſhould rather ſet about the great work of 
his Repentance for the many Injuries he 
has done Hm and others, than uſe ſuch 
an Argument in the 757. Year of his Age! 
And the leaſt Reflection to be made on it, 
is, in Solomon's Words, Prov. 24. 8. He 
that deviſeth to do Evil, ſhall be called a 
M. ſchie vous Perſon. | 
* 'Theſe were ſome of the Witneſſes that 
were gleaned up, to leſſen the Value of 


the Mill. But the Value of it, being ve- 


ry conſiderable, and obvious to every Body 
almoſt, it was no difficult matter to prove 
the Truth of it, which I did by very Credi- 
ble Evidence, and particularly by a Daily Ac- 
count of what had been ſometimes Grinded 


there, and for many Months carried thi- 


ther by Clapp the Loader, and ſometimes by 
others, to be Ground there, beſides the vaſt 
Number of Alehouſes in the Town, there 
being no leſs than about Sixty or Seventy 
(it may be with an Exception to Two or 
Three, to take off the Odium) that are 
generally obliged to Grind at the Mill, 


- otherwiſe half the Number are ſire enough 


to ſatisfie the Occaſions of the Town; And 
beſides private People, who may have Bu- 
ſineſs at the Town-Hall, muſt expect no 


Favour, I will not fay Juſtice; "Twill be 


look'd . upon 4 Miſdemeanour and Matter 
of Complaint if they do not ſo too. 
15 | Theſe 


— 
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Theſe Depoſitions being returned; The 
Cauſe came on again before the Baron sc 
the Exchequer, and upon a full hearing of 


Counſel on both Sides, they all Four unani- 


mouſly gave their Opinions for the Defen- 
dants to Compound with the Complainant 
for the Value proved; and Decreed, full 


Coſt from the beginning to the end of the 


Suit in their Court, not at all medling with 
the Coſt in the Houſe of Peers. And ſo 
the Matter was Referred to the Deputy, 
to yo_ his Computation of the Tithe and 
From which Decree, ſo Clear, Juſt and 


Reaſonable, did they oblige their then Two 


and Repreſentatives in Parliament to enter a 


Second Appeal to the Houſe of Peers to take 


off the Coſts. This was very little! very 


mean, truly! and could be nothing but 
Oppreſſion! But being ſure of the then 
M-----ry, no doubt but they would have 
done ſo: However, I were reſolved rather 


to lie under the Oppreſſion, than to make 


an end of the Suit upon any diſhonourable 
Terms. hy 

And had not prevented that Appeal, by 
conſenting to ſo eaſy a Compoſition as I 
did, for the Arrears of Tithes and Coft, had 
it not been out of great Reſpect to the 
Barons, who might have met with a Cen- 
ſure from ſome People, for their fo firmly 
adhering to the Obhgation of their Oaths, 
and the Juſtice of their Honourable Court. 


5 This 
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This 1s a brief Account of the Matter 
of Fact that relates to the Ibree ſeveral 
Try als in the Curt of Exchequer, and one 
in the Houſe of Peers, by which the Rea- 
der will ſee the Unkind and Oppreilive 


Uſage I have met with in Vindicating an 


undoubted Right of the Church, at a very 
diſadvantagious Time, and on very une- 
qual Circumſtances; and by which, the 
| Intereſt of Religion is conſiderably Dam- 


nified, throughout the whole Kingdom, 


ſince by it the Revenue of the Church 


{ufters a Diminution. And I believe never 
a Corporation in England before ſat their 


Seal, or entred into ſo Unjuſt a Confede- 
racy ! And ſince Satisfaction in this Caſe 


is plainly and abſolutely neceſſary; to 


make in part an Amends for that Injury, 


I do hereby Recommend to that great Ma- 


jority of our Corporation, who occafioned 
o great a piece of Sacriledge and Oppreſſion, 
(I do not mean all) becauſe Two or Three 


of the moſt Conſiderable did not appear, 


and would otherwiſe have abhorr'd the 
Suit, and the ſpecious Confederacy to car- 
ry it on) Ifay, to make in part an Amends 
for the Injury, I do recommend unto them, 


the Building and well Endowing of Ano» 
ther Church in our large and populous Town 


of Tiverton, where it is ſo very much wan- 


ted. And if they would be as Unani- 


mous and Induſtrious in Raiſing up.a New 
One, as they were in Prejudicing the Old, it 


. 
- 
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The preſent Excellent Houſe of Commons 
has ſet them a Noble Example, by ordering 
the Building of Fifty New Churches in the 
Suburbs of the Cities of London and Weſt- 
minſter, and Places Adjacent, amidſt all the 
Difficulties and Diſcouragements of a Te- 
dious and Expenſive War, for the prevent- 
ing of Schiſm and Irreligion. 


— 


I am throughly perſwaded hat would 
effectually do it in our Town, and I believe 
in moſt Towns of England. They cannot 
plead Inability, and the Badneſs of the 
Times, unleſs they intend always to put 
off the doing of Good, till the Days of 
their Lives are too far ſpent, and the Night 
comes upon them wherein no man can work. 

They have already Conſecrated Ground, 
in Two proper places of the Town, where- 
on to ſet it, belonging to the Corporation, 
on which ſtand Two Chappels, now put 
to Prophane Uſes ; One Dedicated to St. Au- 
drew, heretofore made a Bridewell, and 
now an Alebonſe. In the Yard of which 
ſtands this Sacrilegious Mill. The Other 
Dedicated to St. Thomas, in the open Street, 
which is made a Goal of underneath, and 
at top the Town-Hall, wherein was made 
the Combination, to oppoſe the Right of 
zhe Church, by a Vexatious and Expenſive 
Law-Suit. SN 

The Account of which, I thought fit to 
Publiſh for the ſatisfaction of my Friends, 
and to deliver my own Soul; and-efpeci- 
ally to forewarn my Adverſarics of future 
Th „5  -# 
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Danger, that they may ſpeedily take the 
only proper method to {ave theirs. 

Which Danger can never be avoided with- 
out the Sincerity of Repentance. And it 
muſt be a very ſevere one to blot out fo 
great and complicated a Tranſgreſſion, as 
that of Sacrilege, violently carried on by 
an Oppreſſive Confederacy of above Twen- 
ty Pe: { xx by many Falſe Witneſſes, here- 


y drawn into Perjury, And by other un- 


fair and unjuſt Ways, made uſe of to elude 
the force of divers Expreſs Laws Enacted to 
ſecure the Church's Right. A leſſer degree 
of Wickedneſs might in time prove the 


Diſſolution of the whole Corporation, al- 


ready Accurſed for this. | 

But ſo great a one loudly calls for a 
Reſtitution in this World or the next; if 
not made in this, the Injured Church will 
call for Vengeance hereafter, when the 
Soul is Separated from the Body, it may 


for that Reaſon meet with a greater Sepa- 


ration from God, Quod Abſit Deus. 


Mrs 
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